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can creatively come to ways that would meet that public need to
know. The packing houses are welcome in this bill, to my mind.
There are two problems. As you' re well aware, in the p a s t, in
Omaha, we ha ve those w ithout co nscience. They treat their
employees as indentured servants, treating them w ith insolence
and lack o f human care. And we have to pay the bill for that.
Our Chicano Center there not onl y has to prov ide phy sical
suppor t , b u t p sy ch o l o g i c a l a n d em o ti o n al su p p o r t t o t h e p e op l e
who are abused under that system. Thankfully, we are addressing
that within the bill. But we' re g oing to have to do m o re than
that. And then the second problem is that the pay figures are
way to o l ow . Th i s b i l l sh ou l d b e an e co n o mi c d e v e l o p men t b i l l .
It becomes e conomic undevelopment when we have to put in money
t o pay f o r a co mpany coming i n . I t get s wor s e t h a n t ha t , t o my
mind. We are rem ov ing tax es from companies that might be
invited to come to Nebraska and choose to do so. We' re removing
taxes from them, and loading up the people in the community with
t axes. We ' ve all seen that happen, at Lex ington an d oth e r
places, where persons were very excited to have a new business,
a nd t h e n f o u n d o ut t h a t t h e i r b i l l we n t u p . Bu t Le x i ng t o n ' s
bill didn't go up near as much as Nebraska's bill. That was a
huge cost to us, which did not, to some minds, balance ou t the
e conomic i n c e n t i v e o f i t . I am . . . I we l co m e t h e a m e ndment . I
t h in k t h e a m e ndment h e l p s u s t o l o ok a t t h i s wh o l e t h i n g an d t o
look d i r e c t l y a t i t . Bu t f r a n k l y , t h e com m i t t e e f i gu r e s ar e wa y
too low, be cause w e' re going to be subsidizing the committee
f i g u r e s . An d I r e a l l y t h i nk t h a t wh e n w e g o o u t f o r e co n omi c
development , we ' r e l ook i n g f or qua l i t y j obs . Tha t doe s n ' t pu t
down the people that take these k i nds o f job s, wh ich are ,
frankly, Burger King rates for teenagers. But when we try to
put. . .when we invite breadwinners, heads of households t o wo rk
for teenage B u rger K ing wag es, we are not doing ourselves ar.
advant a ge . Ag a i n , I r e t u r n t o my o p en i ng t ho u g h t , t o t h e
doubte r s a b o u t L B 77 5 . We o u g ht no t t o co n s i d e r a c u t h e r e . We
c annot . Th a t ' s i mp o s s i b l e , a nd i t wou l d b e u nwi s e . We mu s t
provide incentives for our economy to k e ep g rowing. It has
boosted our economy . And right no w we ar e hopefully into
t hough t f u l r e f l e c t i o n o n wha t . .
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