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34 o r 3 6 o r 3 8 emp l o ye e s . Yo u ' r e g o i ng t o h av e t h e n um be r o f
employees it takes you to do the work that has to be done. Now,
let me ask you this question. If you have a project that has 36
employees, und e r t he l aw t h a t w e ' re p a s s i ng , d o a l l 36 o f t hem
have to make at least this minimum wage? The answer is no. T he
30 that it takes to qualify have to have at l east t he m inimum
wage. And ab ove and beyond that, the company can choose as to
whether th o s e a dd i t i on a l emp l o y e e s wi l l b e p a i d t h e mi n i mu m w age
o r n o t . I f t h e y ' r e p a i d t he mi n i m u m wage i n t h e b i l l , t he n t he y
wil l r e ce i v e b e n e f i t s f o r t h a t p e r so n . Bu t t he y ca n ch oo se t o
pay them wh atever th e fed eral m i nimum wage is, those extra
people. So I think it's important to... when we ' r e t a l k i ng a b ou t
th i s , t h a t we u nd e r s t a nd t h a t b o t h wi t h re g a r d t o Se n a t o r
Pederson ' s a m e ndment . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: . . .and with regard to the committee amendment,
this doesn't necessarily mean everybody that comes on board to
d o t h i s n ew p r o j e ct i n Sa r py Co u n t y o r Pl a t t e Co u n t y o r whe r e ve r
i s g o i n g t o b e p a i d t h e mi n i m u m wage . Th e r e wi l l s t i l l b e s ome
who wi l l n o t , qu i t e p o s s i b l y . So i t ha s . . . what we ' r e d o i n g ha s
a limited effect anyway. And that 's another re ason, in my
opin i o n , n o t t o b e wa t e r i n g d o w n t h a t wh i ch w e ar e d o i ng . Th an k
you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Be utler.
introduced.) On with discussion of the Don Pederson
Senato r K ru s e .

SENATOR KRUSE : Thank you, Mr. President and members. I also
s tand t o o p pose t h e a mendment be f o r e u s t o r ed u c e t h e l evel o f
p ay t h a t wo u l d b e a mi n i m u m . Bu t b e f o r e I sp e ak t o t h at , I wan t
to send a word to q u ite a few of my friends. It 's always an
o ppor t u n i t y t o g i v e so m e b ody h e a r t b u r n , a n d I ' l l g i v e h e a r t b u r n
to a lot of my friends. I stand in support of LB 775. A l ways
h ave, do now, and see no reason to change my ways. It has bee n
i mpor t an t t o u s . I t i s t o o b a d t h a t we ha v e r e s i s t a n ce t o
d isclosure, to appropriate d isclosure. That should be an
embarrassment t o the business c ommunity, c ertainly cre ates
publ i c r e l a t i on s p r ob l e m s f o r t h em a n d fo r u s . I wo u l d h op e we

(Vis i t o r s
amendment ,

2678


