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g one? M os t l y t o t h e t wo b i g c i t i e s , Om a h a a nd L i n co l n . Bu t
beyond hat poi nt , t hey ha v e g one t o f i r s t - c l a s s c i t i es . And
t h i s g i v e s t he m ed i a n i n c o me. I t ' s a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t t h a n
t hat . Gi v e s t h e me d i a n i n c o m e o n w h a t a ma l e ea r n s a n d w h a t a
f emale earns i n t he s e f i r s t -c l a s s . .the 31 first-class cities.
I t ' s a b ove what we h ave i n t h i s b i l l . I t ' s what w e h a v e i n t hi s
b i l l . I have i n t r od u ced wage t h i n g s f o r a nu mber o f yea r s i nt o
t he Revenue Commit t ee . I mode l e d m i n e a f t e r L B 9 3 6 , wh i ch was
Senator M a tz k e ' s bi l l f r om a f ew y e a r s a g o , w h i c h was t o h el p
r ura l e c onomic deve l opment . I t had a hi gh e r w a ges . That ' s w h a t
came out of committee. The Chamber of Commerce suppnrted that
at that ti me . It w a s the Governor's bill that Senator Matzke
carr i e d f o r . But t hey o p p osed i t s i m p l y b e c ause t h e wages we re
t oo h i gh t oda y . So I s i mp l y r i se t o opp os e t h i s , bec a use I
t hink , l i ke S e n a t or . Landi s s a i d , we ' r e g oi ng back . I n t he
Legislature, when we passed LB 775, there's only three of us
l ef t t h a t su p p o r t e d i t , and we di dn ' t . . .w e have pu t a wage
component of every other bill that we p assed as far a s
i ncent i ve s f or bus i nes s . The ot her ones , t hei r . . . or ,
second-class cities, and their range of salaries of saying it' s
higher than Senator Pederson. We' re asking the state to g ive
t ax br e a k s , bu t we want t o al l ow t he bus i n es s t o p a y l ow e r
wages. That is wrong. That is a poor policy. And the reason
Walmart...I think, Senator Pederson, maybe you misspoke, is that
t hey ha v e t o h i ghe r . . . ha v e h i gh e r sa l ar i es i f t hey w a n t t o
qual i f y f o r LB 2 6 0 . I ca l l i t t he UP b i l l . So i f t hey w a n t t o
do that, if they want to get LB 260, has a wage component, which
we pa s sed a coup l e year s ago . So Wal mar t , I t hi nk , i n
N orth Platte, has to have a higher wage, because of LB 260. S o
I s i m p l y r i se t o op p ose t h e a mendment and s uppor t t he c o mmi t t e e
amendment, and I ' l l g i ve t he r e st o f m y t i m e t o S e n a to r Beu t l e r
i f h e s o d e s i r e s .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler, about two and a half minutes
have e l apsed .

SENATOR BEUTLER: S enator Cudaback, members of the Legislature.
Senato r H a rt ne t t , t ha n k y ou f o r t he t i me . Le t me j u s t ma ke on e
p oin t i n t he t i me t ha t ' s l e f t . I n o r d e r t o qu a l i f y u nd e r t h e
main program, there is the requirement that t here be 30 jobs
provided. But the project, as the project may develop, may have
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