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this big government, when what we could and s hould do is say
tha t t he bo t t om o f t he wa g e s c a l e i s g o i ng t o b e co ns t r u c t e d so
that benefits bubble up as well as benefits trickling down. And
t ha t w o u l d g i v e so m e s t ab i l i t y t o t h e wag e sy s t e m. An d t h a t
would keep people off government programs. And we could go
a long w i t h a s t ab l e k i n d o f sy st em, i n s t e a d o f he r ky - j e r ky ,
wel l , ma y be t h i s f i f t h or s i x t h ye a r w e ' l l i n c r e a s e t h e mi n i mu m
wage. An d so t h e e v o l u t i o n o f t h ou g ht o n t h i s h as b e e n t o
develop these st andards. A nd the very best standard that has
yet been developed is localized to Nebraska as opposed to the
rest of the nation, and has been localized to counties, and that
is the sel f-sufficiency standard that has been put together by
the Appleseed Center. Now, the Appleseed Center is n o radical
l e f t - wi n g g r o up . I n f ac t , t h e s e l f - su f f i c i e n cy s t an d a r d s t h ey
put together are more conservative, more conservative than the
standards pu t tog ether by the Business Bureau of Nebraska. I
p assed ou t t o y ou l a st wee k . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK : One min u te .

S ENATOR BEUTLER : . . . I h o p e y o u st i l l h av e t h em . . . the p i e c e b y
the Business B u reau of Nebraska indicating what it takes for
low-income people to get by in Nebraska. And their figures were
h igher than the Appleseed Center, who has no w b ro ken it down
count y b y co u n t y . An d I wa n t e d t o a sk y o u t o l o ok a t wha t I
passed out to you today, the comparison of wage standards under
LB 608. Bu t it takes the Ped erson am endment, AM0883, and
compares it to poverty level, c ompares it to the comm ittee
amendment , a n d t he n comp a r e s i t t o t wo f ami l y s i t u a t i o ns un d e r
the self-sufficiency standard of the very b est study th a t we
have . An d I t h i nk i f y ou l oo k a t t h a t ca r e f u l l y , y ou ' l l
recogn i z e t ha t wh at i s b e i ng re co m mended i s wo e f u l l y i n ad eq u a t e
in terms of supporting. .

.

SENATOR CUDABACK : T i me .

SENATOR BEUTLER: . . .people at the bottom of the wage scale.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER : T h a n k y o u .
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