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be showing up in emergency rooms because they don't have h ealth
care coverage, and that's going to come back on everybody's tax,
e verybod y ' s i n su r a n c e b e n e f i t p a ym e n t s , b e ca u s e a l l t h a t k i nd o f
pro bono charity c are th a t there isn 't any way to subsidize
comes back to the payers overall. And if we' re going to have
t hese i n ce n t i v e p r og r a ms , w hi c h I b e l i e v e we h a ve t o ha v e , a nd I
s uppor t t he m, t h ey h av e t o h av e st an d a r d s . An d i t ' s b e e n t h e
low road for 30 years, n ationally, for these programs. O ther
states...37 other states have set standards. And we' re getting
to those standards discussions right now , with , wha t is the
s tanda rd ? Wh a t a r e we g o i n g t o s ay a s a s t a t e ? I f we ' r e go i n g
t o hel p y o u ou t w i t h a l ot of t ax f or g i ve n ess t o enco u r ag e you
t o c ome t o o ur s t a t e , wha t k i n d o f j o b s s h ou l d p e op l e h a v e ? An d
they should have jobs that pay a decent wage, and jobs that we
create should be encouraging people to have health insurance so
we ar e n ' t pay i n g fo r th em n ot on l y wi t h our ta x i ncen t i v e m oney
but also with all of our other state programs that w e have to
fund with General Fund money, either as match programs or
because we choose to provide these programs for the people who
come into our state for these jobs. We can't afford it. And we
have an opportunity here to say what the standard should be.
And I support what the Revenue Committee came out with. To be
honest with you, I was pretty disappointed with that level. But
t hi s i s . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON: . . . t a k i ng i t t o s u ch a l o w l e v e l t h a t i t ha s
no sign i f i ca nc e t o h e lp i n g ' i nce n t ' t he k i nd of j obs t h at we
n eed t o ha v e h e r e w i t h p e o p l e h a v i n g no t on l y l i v i ng w a ges , b u t
having t h e h e al t h be n e f i t s t ha t go a l on g w i t h t he m . And I ' d be
very d i sa pp o i n t e d , a t t h i s po i n t i n t i me , i f we d o n ' t ma k e
mention of the fact that we should be supporting companies that
p rov i d e h e a l t h b en e f i t s , o r 'incenting' them to pay a little
h ighe r so t he p e op l e c a n a f f o r d t o p r ov i d e he a l t h be n e f i t s . An d
with t h a t , I ' m g o i ng t o sp e ak a g a i n wh e n y o u ' v e h a d a ch a n ce t o
g et t he h a nd o ut t h a t I ' v e se n t a r o u n d , I h o pe . An d a l s o k no w
that y o u ' re go i ng t o h e a r f r o m so m e o t h e r p eo p l e on wh a t t h i s
amendment actually m e ans in term s of money not only for the
individual trying to live on that, but also for us a s a state
Legislature providing fo r a ll the oth er programs that these
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