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recogn i z e t h e d i f f e r e n c es i n ou r s t a t e .
Mr. P r e s i d e n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Pederson, Senator Landis,
for t h e r e v i e w . On wi t h d i sc u s s i o n o f t h e amen d ment o f f e r e d b y
Senator Don Ped erson, A M 0883 to FA 1207 to LB 608. Sena tor
Thompson, f o l l o w e d b y Sen a t o r s Be u t l e r , L an d i s , Ha r t ne t t , Kr u se ,
Senator Don Ped erson. Senato r Thompson on the Peder son
a mendment .

SENATOR THOMPSON: T hank you , Mr . President, members of the
Legi s l a t u r e . I ' m go i n g t o h a ve s o m e t h i ng s p a ss e d ou t . Se na t o r
Beut l e r k i nd o f wa s t h i nk i n g o f t he s am e. Mi ne i s a l i t t l e b i t
different, but we ' re going down the same path with this, and
t ha t i s . . .and I o p p o s e t h i s am e n dment , a n d I o pp o s e i t f o r a
number of reasons. One is because I think it sets the floor way
t oo l o w . An d wh e n y ou ge t t h i s d a t a t h a t ' s c omi n g a r ou n d ,
you' ll see why. I also oppose it because it doesn't h ave any
r eco g n i t i o n o f t h e i mp o r t a n c e o f h ea l t h b en e f i t s A nd a s I s a i d
a co u p l e o f d a y s ag o wh e n w e w e r e t a l k i ng ab o u t t h i s i s su e , o n e
of t h e t h i ng s we n e e d t o l oo k a t ar e , wh a t a r e t he h i d d e n co st s
of t h e i n ce n t i v e p r og r am s t ha t h i t ou r b u dg e t ? An d t h i s i s
someth in g I d i d n ' t g i v e a l o t o f t h o ug h t t o u n t i l I wa t c he d a l l
these programs from the Health and Human Services Committee and
f rom t h e A p p r o p r i a t i o n s C o mmi t te e . And t h i s ame n dment q ua l i f i e s
people fo r j u st a b ou t . ..for a person making this low a wage, for
just about every public as sistance p rogram w e have and we
provide as a state, whether it be food stamps, Medicaid, Kids
Connection, if this is a person with children. And i f it ' s a
s ing l e p e r so n , i t ' s g o i ng t o p u t t he m a t a v e r y , ve r y l o w
subsistence wage level. And if we' re making public policy, o ne
o f t h e t h i n g s we h a v e t o l o ok a t i s h o w t h i s ame n dment a f f e c t s
our other public policy, what we have to provide because people
are automatically eligible for a lot of other public assistance
p rograms. So we need to address the hidden costs of these tax
i ncen t i ve s . We sh o u l d be ' i ncen t i ng ' l i v i ng w age j o b s , a n d w e
should be " i nc e n t i n g ' c om p a n i e s t o p r ov i de h e a l t h b e ne f i t s . If
we d o n ' t d o t h i s , no t o n l y ar e th ey qu a l i f y i ng fo r s t a t e
programs; they' re going to qualify for county p r ograms. They
are going to quali fy for city programs, w h ether it be for
housi ng , w h e th e r i t b e fo r ge ne r a l a s s i s t a n c e . Th ey ' re g o i ng t o
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