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our v i e wers , w o u l d y o u p l e as e r e v i e w i t a mi nu t e o r t wo ?

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you , Senator Cudaback, members of the
L egi s l a t u r e . Th i s ame n dment h a s t o d o wi t h wh e t h er o r n o t we ' r e
going to ask a minimum wage level from LB 775 c ompanies. The
committee was faced with three or four different suggestions on
appropriate amounts. We compared it to surrounding states. We
compared i t t o wha t we t h ou g h t wa s a l e g i t i ma t e s t a n da r d . And
w e reported out this amendment that say s , $8.70 a n h o u r i f
you' ve g ot h ea l t h i n su r a n c e , or $9 . 5 7 a n hou r wi t h n o h ea l t h
benefits. S ince then , Senator Pe derson ha s off ered the
f o l l o w i n g ame n d ment . I b e l i ev e Se n a t o r Ped e r so n ' s i s b o t h 16 0
a nd 14 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e f e d e r a l mi n i m u m wage . An d we ' r e i n t he
middle of a knock-down, drag-out fight on the P ederson
amendment. Thank you, Senator Cudaback.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Landis. Senator Pederson,
would you l i ke t o b r i ef u s on you r amen dment bef o r e we get
started with discu ssion? (AM0883, L e g i s l a t i v e J o u r n a l
p age 9 5 9 . )

SENATOR D PEDERSON: T hank you, Mr. President, members o f the
body. Following up on what Senator Landis says, are we ready to
rumble? Here we go . This amendment that I have now seeks to
set f o r t h a mi n i m u m r e q u i r e m en t t h a t d o e s t wo t h i n g s . Fi r s t , i t
recognizes that the less populated parts of our state generally
have a lower wage scale than the larger areas. The comm.' tee
proposal is geared towards a one-size-fits-all in r egard to
wages. Secondly, the amendment is based upon federal wage
rather than the state average. Now, currently, we have no wage
requirement for LB 775, and we have never had one since this
bill was instituted in 1987. The Rev e nue Co mmittee b e lieves
that we need a scale, and I am willing to recognize that desire.
But I w ould like to consider the modification of the co~ mittee
amendment i n t h i s r e g a r d . I n t h e r e a l wo r l d , i t wo r k s l i ke
this. If a company wants to set up a business, it must meet or,
in all li kelihood, substantially exceed the usual wage in the
area. If it doesn't offer a better p a ckage of compensation,
where i s i t g o i ng t o g e t i t s emp l oy ee s ? No w, I k n ow t h a t a t
least three proposals were turned down in the North Platte a rea
for possible location there because they did not offer to bring
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