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l iving wage is, or what a fair wage is, or what's happening t o
salaries as they occur around the country. It's an artificially
politically chosen n umber. It raises irregularly. I believe
the last one that I know about was in 1997 It went to $5.15 as
I recall. Maybe there's been a major one since then. Le t me
guess, under S e nator Pederson's idea, we wouldn't have changed
the index for the last six years. Is that fair? I t's pegged to
the wrong index. Secondly, Senator McDonald the other Ray m ade
I thought a very pow erful s p eech, t a lking about workers so
d esi r o u s o f j ob s t h a t sh e saw s i gn s t h a t sa i d wi l l wo r k f o r
benefits. You know the power of what that phrase means and I
know what the power of that phrase means. It ' s the im portance
of healthcare for people on the job. And Senator Pederson says,
g osh , yo u k n ow wh a t , t h at ' s j u s t no t p a r t o f t h e mi x ; b en e f i t s
s houl d n ' t c ou n t ; i t j u s t f l umm o xe s u s a nd w e ca n ' t t h i n k o f a
way to handle that; we are not going to acknowledge the reality
that a job is different if it has h ealth be nefits an d if it
doesn' t ; e s se n t i a l l y , a l l t h o se j o b s a r e t h e sam e i f t he y h a v e a
salary and ben efits o r if the have just salary without health
b enef i t s . An d t h a t ' s r o t r e a l i t y . Yo u kn ow i t a n d I k n ow i t .
When Senator M cDonald t old th a t story and there was that
response that we all had to the person who says w ill wor k fo r
benefits, we knew the power of what she was talking about. And
t ha t i s b e i ng i g n o r e d i n t h i s a me n dment a n d t ha t ' s wr o n g . I f we
want t o p u t som e m i n i mu m f l o o r o f qu a l i t y j ob s , i t sh ou l d h av e
an index that's reasonable and that really grows on the base of
wages, n o t p o l i t i ca l ca t f i g h t s b a ck i n Wa sh i ng t o n, D. C .

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

S ENATOR LANDIS: And it ought to acknowledge th e rea lity th at
health benefits ar e a critical par t o f what constitutes a
quality job. And we want to reward employers who've got it, and
we want to ask more from employers who don't have it. You can' t
come up with a quality job standard and not do a t leas t tho se
two thi ngs, an d on both tho s e cou nts Se nator P e derson's
a mendment fails .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Landes. Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature, we' ve
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