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t hat , o n ce ag a i n , i s n o t a ma x i m um . Th a t wo u l d b e a mi n i mum .
So I t h i nk i t h a s wo r ke d we l l wi t h o u t a n y m ax i mu m o r m i n i m u m,
but I t h i n k t h i s p r o p o s a l i s i n an e f f o r t t o t r y a n d i mp r o v e t he
l eg i s l a t i o n o f LB 7 7 5 . I t h i n k ev e r y b o d y w o u ld l i k e t o ha v e i t
a s good a s w e c an ha v e i t . I j u s t do n ' t wa n t t o . . .

SPEAKER BROMM : T ime .

SENATOR D . PE D E RSON : . . . scare o f f bu s i n e s se s . Th a n k y ou .

SPEAKER BROMM : Thank y ou , Senator Pederso n Senator L a n d i s .

SENATOR L ANDIS : L e t me t e l l y ou o n e t e ch n i ca l t h i ng t ha t I
d on' t l i ke ab o ut t h i s ame n d men t comp a r e d t o t he commi t t e e ' s
amendment, and tha t's th e ind exing mechanism. Be ca use both
i deas s e e m t o s ay , l o o k , i f t h i s nu mb e r sh o u l d g r ow o v e r t i me ,
w hat ' s t h e a p p r o p r i a t e i n d ex ? Th e o n e t h a t ' s i n t h e Re v e n u e
Committee is a conservative growing Nebraska w age ba s e num ber
that we pulled out of the workers' compensation law. Ten years
ago we modified our workers' compensation law and we indexed our
workers' compensation benefits and we picked an index that said,
Nebraska jobs minus federal jobs in Nebraska. Why? Because the
federal jobs are relatively high-paying jobs. So t h e Bu s iness
Commit te e sa i d , we l l , l o o k , we wi l l i nd e x wo r ke r s ' co mp
b enef i t s , b u t we d o n ' t wa n t i t t o b e a l i b e r a l i n d ex . We wa n t
it to be a conservative index. We want it on Nebraska's numbers
and we don't want to include the federal employees because they
g et p a i d h i g he r , an d we d i d i t . We c r e a t e d t ha t i n de x . I t ' s
Nebraska based, an d it excludes the re l atively high-paying
federal jobs. It was an in dex th a t the bu siness c ommunity
accepted ten years ago in the workers' compensation field, and
t ha t ' s t h e i nd e x t h a t we p l u gg e d t h i s t o . Co n t r a s t t h a t wi t h
what Senator P e derson is sug gesting, w h ich is the federal
minimum wage. What's the difference between the federal minimum
wage and a N e b ra s k a - b a s ed , N e b ra s k a s a l a r i e s - b a s e d n u mber as a n
i ndex ? Now I wi l l t e l l y ou wh a t t he d i f f e r e n ce i s . h e f e d e r a l
minimum w a g e i s a p o l i t i ca l f i g h t y e a r a f t e r y e a r i n wh i ch t h e
t wo pa r t i e s t a k e a f t e r ea c h o t h e r . An d , by t he wa y , t he o n e i n
d ominanc e r i g h t n ow op p o se s r a i s i n g t h e f e de r a l mi n i m u m wage .
They say it's bad for start-up employment. It 's a polit ical
f i gh t ab ou t e c o nom i c i d e o l o g y . I t i s n o t a me a su r e o f wh a t a
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