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you have the federal a verage yo u ha ve so rt of a const ant
t hrougho ut , a n d t ha t we ' r e t r y i ng no t t o s ca r e pe o p l e o f f , q u i t e
fran k l y , f r om lo o k i ng a t u s . So , b u t t h e t h ou g h t he r e , a s
e xpres se d i n t he co m m i t t ee am e ndments , t h a t i f we do n ' t pu t a
f eder a l . . . o r do n ' t pu t a wa ge l i mi t a t i o n i n t h i s t h a t t he
e mployees w i l l b e t a k en ad v a n t a g e o f , t h a t h a s no t b e e n t he
case . I wo u l d l i k e t o su bm i t t o yo u t he ex p e r i e n c e t ha t we h ad
j us t v e r y r e c e n t l y i n No r t h Pl a t t e . I a l l ud e d t o t h i s e a r l i e r .
I n 2 00 1 , t h e W al - M a r t Di st r i b u t i o n Ce n t e r w as l oo k i n g t o l o ca t e
in among a b ou t a f o u r - s t a t e ar e a , a nd No r t h Pl a t t e g o t i n vo l v ed
i n t h a t d i scu s s i o n . An d , u l t i ma t e l y , a l t ho u g h t he p r i ma r y
business a rea that is being served by th is new Wal -Mart
Distribution Center is pri marily in eastern Colorado, and it
came down to b eing between No rth Pl atte, P u eblo, an d east
Denver , a nd i t e n de d up t h a t t h ey ch o se t o co m e t o No r t h Pl a t t e .
Now d i d t h e y ch oo s e t o com e t o No r t h Pl a t t e b e ca u s e o f t h e l ow
wages that Senator Landis has alluded to? Not at all. In fact,
what h a p p e ned i n No r t h Pl a t t e i s t h a t we ' v e ha d o ve r 3 , 0 00
applicants for jobs for that particular location. There will
be, ultimately, 600 jobs in North Platte. This is the k ind of
b usin es s t h a t we n e e d i n t h i s s t a t e a n d t he y d i d n o t . . t h ey d i d
not c ome he r e b e c au s e o f t h e l o w wag e s . I n f a c t , t h e i r wa ge
picture in North Platte through the Wal-Mart Distribution Center
i s $ 11 a n hou r a s t h e mi n i mu m , a n d $ 1 2 . 3 5 a n ho u r . So i f y o u
p ut t h at i n t o an av e r ag e , t h e l ow er se g m en t o f t h a t wo u l d be
$22,880, whereas, u nder Se nator Landis' proposal, it would be
$18,096. So they didn't come here because o f our low wages .
They came he r e bec ause t hey fe l t th at it was a bus iness
o ppor t u n i t y f o r t he m a n d t h a t we j u s t ma d e a b e t t e r p a c ka g e f o r
them. That is what LB 775 is supposed to do. T h at's why we
wanted it. That's why it has come to Nebraska and has been a
big ben e fi t . Now t he ave r age wage i n t he N o r t h P la t t e ar e a i s
probabl y s o mewher e b e t w ee n 7 a n d F d o l l a r s , i f yo u e x c l u d e t he
Union Pa c i f i c , wh i c h i s v e r y h i g h wa g e s , an d t he h os p i t a l . So ,
anyway, that's the criteria. So that's why about 3 ,400 pe ople
h ave b ee n a p p l y i n g f o r t h i s j o b a n d i t ' s wi t h i n a 7 5 - mi l e r ad i u s
around North Pl atte that they are asking to come there and be
consi d e r e d f o r t h a t emp l o y me nt . So t h i s i s wh y we d o n e ed
d evel opmen t i n Neb r a sk a . An d , b e l i e v e m e, i t ' s n o t b e ca u s e o f
t he wage . An d i n a d d i t i on t o t he $ 1 1 a nd $ 1 2 . 3 5 a n h o ur f o r t he
wage, it's also full benefits, including health and all of the
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