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SENATOR LOUDEN : Thank you , Mr . Speaker and members of the
L egi s l a t u r e . I wo u l d l i ke t o t h an k Se n a t o r L a n d i s an d t h e
Revenue Committee fo r the in- depth re view they have done of
LB 775. This is something that has needed to be done. The bill
has been on the books for nearly over 15 years, an d I think
someth in g l i ke t h i s n e e d s t o b e r ev i ew e d a t v a r i o u s t i me s . Th e
part where we was e x c luding l i vestock p r ocessing f a cilities,
t ha t wo u l d b e ex c l u d i ng a wh o l e i n d u s t r y i n t h i s s t a t e o f
Nebraska, and it is one of the major im portant o nes of this
a rea . I n o t i ce d d u r i n g t h e d e ba t e t od a y t h a t i f y ou do n ' t l i k e
this type of industry you call it a slaughterhouse, and i f you
like it, why, you call it a facility. So I' ll probably refer to
it as a facil(ty. This is something that value adds to a local
r esourc e t ha t we a l r e ad y ha v e i n p l a c e . I t n o t o n l y v a l ue a dd s
to the resource t hat we gro~ with our feed grains and corn,
water, whatever resources we have to produce that. I t also adds
a number o f j ob s . I t ' s a n i ndu s t r y t h a t a dd s j o b s a l o ng wi t h
value a d d i n g t o ou r na t u r a l re s ou r ce . Th e r e ' s a l o t o f t own s i n
the area tha t ha ve done quite well by having packinghouses in
t hei r t o w ns . I t h i nk Cr et e , Nebr a s ka , pr oba b l y woul d n ' t be
where it is today if it wasn't for Farmland. We have Lexington.
I k n ow whe n t h e l i v e s t o c k f a c i l i t y man u f a c t u r i n g qu i t i n
Lexington , w hy , i t was a con s i d e r a t i o n fo r th em , w h at t he y wer e
going to do. And as the packing facilities came in there, why,
i t m ad e q ui t e a d i f f e r e n c e . An d t he s e ar e a l l t h i ng s t ha t we
need to con sider w hen we ' re working on these types of rules.
I' ve heard debate for days the other day a b o ut t he am o un t o f
money t h a t i s g o i ng ov e r t h e r i ve r i n g a mb l i n g i n I owa , a nd h av e
y ou e ve r st op p e d t o t h i n k t h e amou n t o f mo n e y t h a t wo u l d b e
g oing o u t o f t he s t a t e b y t h e t r u c k l o a d s i f we d i d n ' t h av e ou r
livestock facilities in Nebraska? At the present time, we have
very few facilities in the western part of the state. We ' re
t r y i n g t o g e t on e s t a r t e d i n Gor d o n a t t h e p r e s en t t i me , b u t
have you ever considered the amount of money that we' re hauling
to Fort Morgan and Greeley, Colorado, by the semi loads? A lso
there is Liberal, Kansas, and Scott City, Kansas, that also that
a lot of the fat cattle and livestock are hauled to those areas,
too. This is all a value-added product that's leaving our state
that could be processed and go out in a box and come back as the
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