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community partner. They also have fu l l bene fits aft er six
months. Emp loyees, single employees, can buy health insurance,
full-coverage health insurance, for $24 a month. T hat's al most
unheard o f in toda y's times of the high cost of heal th
insurance. They really are a great community partner, and as of
this time they haven't used LB 775 funds. But if they ev er
d ecid e t o e xp a n d i n ou r co mm u n i t y , I wou l d l i k e t o h a ve t h at
avai l a b l e fo r th em t o t a ke a dv a n t a g e o f t h a t , b e ca u s e t h ey ar e a
good community partner. Thank you for your time, a nd I would
yield the rest of my time to Senator Brashear at this moment.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sena tor Brashear, you have about...about a
minute and a half have elapsed.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Tha nk you, M r . President, members of the
body, and thank you, Senator Aguilar. I appreciate the
o ppor t u n i t y t o f i n i sh t h i s b e c au se wh e n I h a d a l l t h e se
statistics before me I thought they were worth sharing. I' ve
t old you about the 69 counties that haven't g rown si nce 189 0 .
I ' ve t ol d y o u m u c h o f t h i s . The r e i s a p u n ch l i n e t h a t I t h i nk
I can time this just right on a minute and a half. I want to go
back over briefly, based upon our per capita income in N e braska
of $28,500 per person, per year, that calculates to $2.8 billion
per year of economic force and increase in our economy by virtue
of the increase in our m inority population. And our tax
r evenues, t h o s e p eopl e a r e p a y i n g $ 1 , 742 pe r p e r s on , per year ,
in state an d local taxes, and that's $171 million per year of
a ddi t i on a l t a x r e ve n u e , an d w e c an t h a nk G o d f o r i t . And t he
final punch is that in the year 2 000, if we hadn't had the
growth t ha t w e h a d b y r e a so n of ou r mi nor i t y popu l at i o n, we
would have lost a seat in the Un ited Sta tes Ho use of
Representatives. And my point is, I know everybody here knows
i t , bu t we ' r e supp o se d t o be debat i ng p u b l i c p ol i cy o n t he
public record. I think all across Nebraska we, as leaders in
our communities, need to make sure that people understand the
f acts o f l i f e , don ' t ha v e a n y w r o ng -headed assumpt i on s an d, i n
fact, are welcoming this growth that we so desperately need with
all of its many benefits Cert ainly, it has some detriments in
t erms of s c h o o l i n g , i n t erm s o f l an g u age p r o f i c i e n cy. We have
to fund aro und and work around those things, but we need this
growth and we need it desperately. Th ank you.
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