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people and don't use for others. I'm not going to stand on this
floor, and I don't think anybody else is, and endorse or condone
o r b e p a s s i v e a b o ut b l a t a n t v i o l a t i o n s o f t h e l aw , a nd I t h i n k
t he f u l l f o r ce o f t he l aw o ug ht t o b e u se d a g a i n s t t h o se wh o
are. I don't think, however, that we can characterize the whole
meat industry that way. I agree with Senator Landis, there has
been too much identified as being associated with that industry.
Bu't I ' m s t i l l n o t g o i n g t o p a i n t wi t h t ha t b r o a d a b r u s h . I
can't speak as authoritatively as those who raise cattle, those
who ar e a c t ua l l y i n t h e me a t i n du st r y . Bu t I wou l d l i k e t o
share in th is time, and I hope a little mor», hut I' ll try not
t o make i t t o o mu c h , a p e r s p e c t i v e t h a t I c ome f r om. Wh e n I
f i r s t g r a d ua t e d f r om l a w s ch o ol an d we n t t o Om a h a t o p r a c t i ce
l aw, I f e l l i n wi t h a g r o u p o f pe o p l e w ho I , t o t h i s da y , l ov e .
Some are dead , a nd at l east one of whom is alive and still a
good friend and advisor. And they were in and about and a round
t he me at i n d u s t r y . An d t h ey en g i ne e r e d an d man u f ac t u r e d
equipment f o r t he me a t i nd u s t r y . And I ca me t o r ep r e se nt s ome
packers , ove r t i me , f o r a t i me , la r g e a n d sma l l . And I g o t t o
know people who were working in the m eat industry. A nd I'm
t r y i n g t o g i v e y ou a l i t t l e p e r sp e c t i v e , a n d t h en y o u ca n
challenge my reasoning. I' ve represented people with workmen' s
comp claims in the meat industry. I' ve been asked by management
to help employees who were working in the meat industry. I just
h ave a h a r d t i me b e i n g so t o t a l l y n eg a t i v e ab o ut so m e t h i n g t ha t
constitutes the largest single employment base in the s tate of
Nebraska, something t hat makes us number one in the nation in
b eef p r o c e s s i n g , a n d so m e t h i n g t h a t i s so c l e a r l y a nd u n d e n i a b l y
r e l a t e d t o v a l u e - a d d e d a gr i cu l t u r e . And t h e n I ha v e an o t he r
perspective that's very personal. The church of which Kathy and
I are a pa rt in Omaha has brought refugees and people seeking
employment a n d op p o r t u n i t y i n t h i s g r e a t l a n d o f Ame r i ca t o t he
Unite d S t a t e s o f Ame r i ca . And e v e r y t i me I ' ve b e e n a s ke d , i n
every instance, I have been able, in some small part, to a ssist
t hose pe o p l e i n f i n d i n g j o b s wi t h i n a we e k o f t h e i r n ee d i n g i t ,
a nd it was always in the m ea t industry, t h rough fr iends an d
c onta c t s t ha t I h a d . I n ev e r ha d o ne o f t h os e p eo p l e t e l l me ,
o h, wha t a n a wf u l t h i n g y o u d i d t o me . I wa s i nv i t e d t o me a l s
t o c e l eb r a t e t h e f a c t t h a t t h e y h ad t h e j o b , h e l p e d t h em ,
represented them, sometimes pro bono and o t herwise, i n buying
homes that they were able to afford. So it ' s not like it ' s all
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