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went from 4 9 to 7 5 million; a 35 percent increase in that. A
30 percent increase in fresh ham bone line. The bottom line is,
we added 1 0 0 new jobs. We do a lot more business. We reduced
turnover from 58 percent...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR COMBS: .. .in 1999, to 20 percent in 2002, in 2003 we' re
only 8 percent. Turnover numbers are important. What does that
mean? Th at t a l k s a b o ut qu a l i t y o f wo r k l i f e fo r o u r emp l o y e e s .
So Farmland is doing a f e w t hings right. We are more
pro f i t ab l e . We a r e t he k ey t o t he Cha p t e r 1 1 t u r n a r ou n d , t h e
Crete p l a nt i s . I n add i t i on , we on l y ha v e 8 p e r c en t o f ou r
people leaving their jobs, and we added 100 new jobs. So our
wages now, w e wage fro m ...go from $9.70 base to $11.80 base.
And we pay ou r e mpl oyees $ 1 1 .80 t o $ 1 5 . 1 5 pe r h o u r . That ' s no t
<.ncluding our ben e f i t s pac k age , w h i c h i s 38 pe r c e n t . So w e ar e
b eing g o o d st ew a r d s . I d o a g r e e wi t h Se na t o r B r o m m i n t h a t i f
you' re not being a good steward of what you' re getting, you
o ught t o be ( i na u d i b l e ) . An d I wo u l d l i ke t o t u r n t he r e ma i n d e r
of my t i m e ov e r t o Se n a t o r Br o mm .

SENATOR CUDABACK: You have two seconds, Se nator Brom m .
( Laught e r )

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Combs. (Laughter)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Bromm. I'm sorry. We are
on the Br omm amendment to the third component of the divided
commit t e e a m endment s t o L B 60 8 . Se na t o r Br a sh e a r , f o l l o wed b y
Senators Bourne, B a ker, Cunningham, Kremer, Brown, and others.
Senato r Br a s h e a r .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Nr . President, thank you. Memb ers of the
body, that w a s a good moment. Thank you, Senator Combs. As I
t hought a bo u t t h i s o v e r n i g h t , I de c i d e d I wa s g o i n g t o r i s e , an d
the first thing I wanted to do was join Senator L andis in his
comments ye s t e r d ay , a n d Sen a t o r Bo u r n e , wi t h t h e i d e a t ha t i f
anybody is violating the law in the state of N ebraska, I hope
and believe it is our agreed po l icy that they ought to be
p rosecuted. I hope that isn't just something we save fo r som e
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