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And I' ll read you some of these, and the dol lar am ounts t h at
were given t o communities: $250,000 were given to the Memorial
Community Hospital in Blair; $50,000 to the Blair Rescue S q uad
for a new ambulance; $50,000 for Nebraska Groundwater Guardian
Foundation; $35,000 to the Blair Family YMCA for a new building;
$25,000 for St. Anthony's Hospital in O' Neill; $25,000 for Boone
County Community H o spital; $ 25, 000 for the Bu rt -Washir gton
Counties drain ag e project; $25 ,000, Univer sity of
Nebraska-Omaha, American Indian Tribal Scholarships; $20 000 to
the Washington County Re cycle Association for a new facility;
$20,000 to the St. Vincent de Paul Homeless S helter ir Blair;
$20,000 to the PeaceMobile, Incorporated, to teach cnildren
peacemaking skills, in Blair; also $ 15,000 wa s g iven to the
Bradshaw Rural Fire District for a new truck; and $15,000 to the
Schuyler grade sc hool f o r expansion of two new classrooms. I
t h in k t h i s i s a v e r y i mp o r t a nt t h i n g . On t h e su r f a ce , a l o t o f
people don't realize what these companies are doing for the area
a nd t h e c omm u n it i e s . We k i n d o f t a k e t ha t f o r g r an t ed . Bu t
i t ' s v e r y i mp o r t a nt t ha t we ma i n t a i n a n d k e ep t h e se p a c k i ng
plants in Neb raska. Neb raska, w e ' re agriculture, we' re a
l i v e s t o c k f ee d i n g i n d u s t r y , and we n e e d t o a d d v a l u e t o t h at .
So th a t ' s a l l o f my c om men t s. Tha n k yo u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Stuthman. Senator Combs,
followed by Senator Brashear.

SENATOR COMBS: Tha nk you, Mr. Speaker, members of the body .
Again , I kn ow t ha t y o u k no w . . .m o s t p e o p l e h e r e kn o w t h at I do
work in meatpacking, been in it for seven y e ars . I wo rk in
management a t me a t p a ck i n g . An d Sen a t o r L a nd i s i s co r r e c t i n
some of his comments about some of our brother meat packers. I
don'; want to d iscount w hat he is sa ying there. Howe ver,
underneath that b road pa intbrush, t here's a few strips of
maskin g t a pe . And t ha t ' s wha t I wa n t t o t a l k a bo u t i n my t i me
here. Farmland, in Crete, Nebraska, is a piece of masking tape
under that br oad brush. In August of 1999, the Farmland Foods
Crete facility was short 192 employees fo r cu r rent po sitions.
We wanted t o a dd 14 5 a dd i t i on a l po s i t i o n s , b u t we co u l d no t f i nd
the employee b ase we needed. This was a total of 337 possible
p osi t i o ns a nd j o b s t h a t we we re g o i n g t o a d d . An d I was p a r t o f
t ha~ Project 300, is what we called it. I was . . . I wo r k ed r ea l
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