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f ul l emp l o y m e n t . Bu t ce r t a i n l y t h e r e we r e p r o b a b l y some
personnel issues an d labo r issues in volved, e ven though it
d idn't have anything to do with a slaughterhouse, so t c speak .
And I t h i n k t h a t t h e Br om m a mendment g e t s t o t h e r o o t o f t h e
p rob l em, a n d I c a n su p p o r t t h e c om m i t t e e am e ndment o n l y i f t h e
Bromm amendment is adopted. Thank you

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Smith. Senator Stuthman.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Thank you , Mr Spe aker and members of the
b ody I wou l d j u st l i k e t o g i v e y o u so me i n f o r ma t i on t h i s
morning as far as the discussion that was yesterday that Senator
Landis had g iven u s abo ut the wages that were given to the
p ack in g p l a n t s . He ha d i n h i s d i sc u s s i o n s a i d we we n t f r o m $1 5
an hour to $8 an hour. And I want to give you some information
t hat h a s t o d o wi t h t h e p ac k i ng p l a n t t h a t ' s ve r y c l o s e t o my
d is t r i c t , a n d i t ' s t h e Ex ce l p l a n t a t Sc h uy l e r . Th i s p l a n t
employs, you know , 2 ,260 people, an d the re's b ee n 1 ,000
employees added si nce 1992. The b ase wage is $10.30 an hour,
and this is for the production l ine, a nd th at will inc rease
2 0 cent s i n t h e n ex t mo n t h . Bu t t he b i g i s su e t h a t I wa n t t o
bring to your attention right now, th e ann ual av erage hou rly
salary at the S chuyler plant of Excel is $28, 990. This is the
average hourly salary. So that is a very g ood sa lary, in m y
o pin i o n . I t d oe s . . . t h e p l a n t t h e r e , t h e s l a ug h t e r i n g p l a n t ,
d oes h av e a l o t o f e co n om i c i mp a c t . I t p r o ce s se s 1 .2 mi l l i o n
cattle per year; $1 billion worth of cattle are procured within
100 mi l e s o f Sc h u y l e r . An d t h a t wou l d b e mo st l y a l l f r om
Nebraska. A nd last year, Nebraska became the leading state for
commercial cattle harvested i n the Un ited St ates, with the
Nebraska plants ac counting for more than 20 percent of the US
total. And 7.9 million head was in N ebraska, an d Kan sas was
second with 7.4 million. There's another portion to this that I
t h in k ha s g o t a l o t o f e c on om i c v a l u e t o i t . And t h e r ea so n
that we have that plant here in Nebraska is because of the added
value for agriculture. Of this $1 billion worth of cattle that
was processed by Schuyler, 100 loads, truckloads, go to Mexico
each month; 60 loads go to Canada; 60 truckloads g o to Japan .
And there's new markets emerging. Another issue that I have is
what C a r g i l l . . .Carg i l l i s . . .and Excel, t h ey' re in t he sam e
o wnersh i p . . .what t h e s i gn i f i ca n t c o n t r i bu t i o n s t o Ne b r a s k a a r e .
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