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overn i g h t , a n d t ha t i n f a c t t h a t c r a f t i n g pr o ce s s i s s ome w hat
rushed, so th at a word -by-word a nalysis doesn't necessarily
capture the intention. And I'd be willing to go back thro ugh
and take a look at it. The re are some pieces in the language
t hat I ' m . . . t ha t o n f i r s t b l u s h I t h i nk n ee d wo r k . The am e n dment
s eems to say, intentionally or habitually v iolate t h ese la w s .
But there ma y be an idea to work there.. work w i t h t he r e , a nd
I ' l l t e l l yo u wh y . We ce r t a i n l y ha v e p l en t y o f v i o l a t i o n s to
deal with. We m a y get to the same place, depending on whether
or not Senator Bromm's language is such that yo u can act ually
use it. Becau s e there are a couple of soft places in it, it
s eems t o m e. Le t me g i v e a p l ac e , f o r e xa m p l e , t ha t t h a t mi g h t
wel l . . t h e r e wo u l d b e a r e as on t o u se t h i s , b u t i n f a c t t he
l anguage might n o t b e a v a i l ab l e t o u s , and t hat i s i n t he
e nvi r o n menta l a r e a , wh e r e i t ' s qu i t e co m mon f o r a c om p an y n o t t o
a dmit wr o ng d o i n g , b u t t o s t i l l p ay f i n e s . Now , we g o t a
v iolation or not? K ind of an interesting problem. In fact, i n
the year 2000, th e EP A joined our DEQ, because our DEQ wasn' t
able t o g e t t h e a t t e n t i o n o f I BP su f f i c i e n t l y , so t h a t t h e
f edera l g ov e r nm en t c ame i n a n d su e d I BP f o r $ 2 9 1 m i l l i o n o f
e nvi r o n menta l f a i l u r e s Now , wh e n i t a l l g o t do n e , t he ou t c om e
was $ 27 mi l l i on o f ne w eq u i p m en t a nd f i n e s . Ev e n t ho ug h I BP
n ever a d m i t t e d wr o n g d o i n g , t h a t I k n ow o f , t h ey p a i d t he f i n e s
and they d id the equ ipment c hange. However, during the
years. ..and this was almost a decade, in which t he Dakota City
people said, we know there are bad conditions here, your
e missions are causing problems, and t here w as a health lin k
i n . . .and by the way, this comes from Pat Engel. He said to me,
he sa i d , fe de r a l h ea l t h s t u d i e s sh owi ng a l i n k b e t we e n t he
company's poisonous emissions and upper respiratory problems in
Dakota County in the last dec ade hav e be e n pub lished i n
p eer - r e v i e we d me d i ca l j o u r n a l s . I t was n ' t j u st , y o u k no w , som e
shor t - t e r m o r no n t ~x i c k i nd o f a v i o l a t i o n , so me t e ch n i c a l
v io l a t i on . I t wa s a l i f e - t h r ea t e n i n g , r e sp i r at o r y - t h r ea t e n i n g ,
medica l l y pr o v ab l e i n j u r y . Al l t he t i me t ha t t h a t wa s go i ng o n ,
t he company admitted no w ro ngdoing, f a iled to correct th e
prob l e ms , me t wi t h t h e c om mun i t y , i t ' s t r u e , b u t t h e n d i dn ' t d o
a nyth i n g a b o u t i t . I n t h e o p i n i on . . . and b y t h e wa y , t h i s i s
Pat' s o p i n i o n . I n my op i n i o n , comp a n i e s l i k e I BP , now
Tyson/IBP, who have...who behave with callous disregard f or o ur
laws shoul d n o t r e c e i v e pu b l i c do l l a r s t o f u nd t h e i r
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