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statement has been mad e that it 's overreac hing, simp lis tic,
takes on more infor mation than is necessary. Th e am en dment is
none of those things, in my opinion . First o f all , it doesn ' t

g o beyond the situation that we deal with in the b i ll . It 's n o t
trying to change everyt h ing in government . We don ' t need to .
The Pro g ra m Eva lua t ion Commi t tee h as not yet run into a

situation whe r e the confidentiality problem h as not been
overcome . But thes e s t atutes are qu it e cl ear . If Senator

Brashear w as suggest in g that a judicia l ord er should be
necessary in order to get this information, I would suggest that
t ha t ' s nothing we require anyplace else in the performance audit
process in order to get information, and obviously would be an
expensive and cum b ersome way of dealing with what ought to be a
succinct and straigh t f orward and face-to-fa ce method of

obtaining infor m ation . If Sena tor Brashear was suggesting that
any information could be required, that's not so , because it has
to be in con junct ion w ith a spec ific pr ogra m e va luat io n

a uthorized under the stat u tes so that the committee sits down ,
f ashions its programs, figures out what information i t wan t s ,
w hat it intend s to exam ine, an d th e n sim ply get s tha t
information which is necessary for that purpose. And if it is a
l egitimate performance audit purpose, then there ought to be n o
information it cannot get. Otherwise, you' re saying government
will be secret in its applications and above and beyo nd the
reach of the legislative branch, and that should never be so.

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: At the fe deral level, the Internal Revenue
Service is audited all the time by government auditing agencies
to see that they are correctly applying the tax laws. They get
confidential information. It seems to be in this area, and I 'm
going to explor e it seriou sly, more seri o usly before Select
File, but it seems to be in this area that we want to c l o se up
everything and not even allow a legitimate government function.
i t ' s not a matter of winning the wa r as to what .. .how m u ch
information is revealed. It's a matter of being able to do the
job that this body has . It 's being able to take on the
responsibility that th i s bod y ha s. It 's being able to move
forward with something that just a few days earlier we declared
to be extremely important , ...
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