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matter, there is of course the question of confidentiality. But
if yo u g ive full weight to the question of confidentiality, you
will do so to great detriment to the integrity o f g overnment.
Because one o f the primary purposes of government and of this
Legislature is to see that the execut ive branc h in all its
departments is followin g throug h in accor dance with the laws
that we make . And if yo u th ink that all the time they do fo llow
through, I think only the freshmen would b e thi nking t hat at
this point in time, maybe. But just to give you an example, the
other day, the Dep artment o f Hea lth a n d Human Services, we
discovered that in three different areas they weren't f ollowing
the law, an d it ' s be e n cos ting u s, arg uably, i n the six
figures...seven figures, several millions of dollars. And so
that performance audit function is extremely important, to us, I
would hope, and to the people of the state . What th i s am endment
would do would be to say that the section precluding the giving
over of info: mation would not prohibit the d isc los ur e to the

Program Eve sat ion Commit te e or its staff of an y i n formation
records otherwise confidential requested by the comm ittee in
conjunction with a program evaluation authorized pursuant to the
legislative statu t es . What does t hat me an ? First o f all , the
information would only go to the committee or its staff if it' s
authorized a p erformance audit . It wou ld not go to anybody
else. Th e y would continue to b e unde r the C la ss IV fe lony
provision that is the incentive not to r e v eal information in
this area. Shou ld be h ighly effective . It doesn 't mean that
the Program E valuation Committee or any one member can just go
ask for that information. It has to be pursuant to a spec ific
authorization to d o a performanc e audit in th is area for a
p articular purpose . Now , th is ...remember that th is Progra m
Evaluation Committee consists of, or will consist of as soon as
the other bill goes forward which you' ve advanced now to S e lect
File, will consist of the Speaker of the Legislature, the Chair
of the Appropriations Committee, the Chair of th e Exec Boa rd,
and four other members. These are the people that you' ve chosen
in your lea dership positions, not people likely to authorize a
performance audit for anything other than the best o f rea sons.
And also, a performance audit has to be authorized...unlike an
interim study, has t o be auth orized by a ma jor ity of the
committee. So i t couldn't be just those three people; it would
have to be four of the seven . So th at 's the whole point of th is
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