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revised statu te s requ ire s that all in for m ation of the F i scal

Office be avai l able to any and all senators . Now , I a dmit that
that section is amended by the bi ll , but it demonstr a te s the
historic role of our Legislative Fiscal Office, which is very,
very different from the Department o f Revenue . Secon d , the
section as drafted requires that more information be provided to
the Legislative F iscal Office than it would appear to require.
The amendment proposes that apparently all information that is
not p ro h ibited from disclosure under federal law be p r ovided to

the Legislative Fiscal Office . Th e infor m ation, however, can
only be used for the sole purpose o f m a k ing a c o st -benefit
analysis. Ther e is then a g r eat bread th of informat ion that

would be provid e d to the Legislative Fiscal Office and th at' s
w hy I'm seeking to eliminate that portion . I t ' s n ece s s a r y t o
oppose th is langu age until th e l ink between the data pr ovided
and t he use thereof is better demonst r ated . Third , the

justification for pro v iding this information to the L e g islative
Fiscal Office is, in my op inion, misplaced . It state s tha t the
Legislative Fisc al Offi ce will u se the d a t a to d e t e rmine the
economic benefits and costs of pro jects . There is simp ly no
justification for t he L e g islative Fiscal Office determining the
cost-benefit analysis of sp ecific pro jects on a
project-by-project basi s Why do w e ne e d t hat in formation? The
Fiscal Office de termines the costs and benefits of our po l icies
as we adopt them here in the Leg islature. Th ere is a need to
d etermine what specifi c inform a t ion the Legisla t iv e Fiscal
Office needs in order to fulfill its h istori c missio n of

assessing the costs and the benefits of the p o licy choices that
we make as a Leg islature. When that is known then we can

consider what else we m ight do . Bu t th is l a nguage, as proposed,
provides too much inform a t ion for a pu rpose that is too
uncertain and not yet established as necessary, at least xn my

mind, to an office tha t has hi storically disclosed to any and
all senators and disclosed to the pub lic . The co s t in t e rm s of
creating a negative environment is simply too great, and I urge

the adoption of my amendment which will eliminate th e tra nsfer
of information t o the Legislative Fiscal Office. Now to the
second point with regard to requiring more disclosure, which the
amendment that I'm proposing does, the second p a rt r e l a t e s t o
disclosures to the Department of Revenue . The ame n d ment retains
the lan g u age of the Revenue Committee amendment that requires
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