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requires more information from LB 775 applicants, and it does so
while retaining the committee's language requiring more specific
information regarding employment at specific projects. Let' s
turn first to striking the lan guage with rega rd to this
information goi ng to th e Legisla t ive Fi scal Office . I said
before, I want to say a gain, t his is not a quest ion ab out
trusting the Leg islative Fiscal Office. Of course I r'.o. This
provision is too much of a change f rom prior p ractice an d I
respectfully suggest i t 's n ot ju s tified, b ecause we do also
trust our Nebraska Department of Revenue . I think we do also
believe that they do an excellent job of discharging, faithfully
and fully, all of the duties which we have imposed upon them by
statute. And I th i n k t h er e has been no ind icatio n of an y
inadequacy on the part of the Nebraska Department of Revenue to
e nforce whatever it is we legislate and m andate. But pleas e
keep xn mi n d bu s inesses e xpect to prov ide their tax return
information only to a Department of Revenue. These de partments
are equipped to handle confidential information. They have done
it, th ey are do ing it , the y w ill do it . The cult ure of that
agency is confidential . It 's a c o n s iderable departure from that
and from standard practice to start providing t axpayer- pecific
i nformation to the leg islative b ranch of government. Thin k
about it. Do we really want taxpayer-specific i n formation t o
start flow in g from the executiv e b ranch to the legi slative
b ranch? If you think it'd be fine here, think about it a t the
federal level an d dec xde wh ether yo u'd like it. We ' ve had
scandals in that regard . The expec t ation i s that tax retu rn
information goes only to an executive department and that it is
insulated from politics by both law an d p ra ctice. Prov i ding
specific information t o a legislative a g ency tha t is not
equipped for that specific information and that has a culture of
d isclosure will not be well received in the marketplace in the
c ompetition for compan i es , and let me e l aborate on that po int ,
please. What does our Legislative Fiscal Office specialize in'?
These are exper ts in d ealing with all so rts of c o m pl ex and
e normous amounts of data and feeding it to us and p r oviding i t
to us for our use, and we' re not specialists a s t h e y a r e , an d
p roviding it to the news media. In other words , t he whole
culture of t he Leg isl ative Fiscal Office is to do ana l y s i s an d
t hen to lead and to support us and to d i s c lose it to the pu b l ic .

The Legislative Fiscal Office is open . Section 5 0 - 41 9 of our
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