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want to understand how my concerns about inform a t ion , as I' ve
recently devel oped them as Chair of the Prog ram Ev aluation

Committee, I want to und erst an d how the functi on of that
committee and h ow the function of performance audit fits into
t his discussion of fair and open g overnment ve rs us
confidentiality. I p lace first , foremost an d h ig hest the
integrity of government and doing what is n e cessary t o ens ure
that we have integrity of government, because until we do and as
long as we do we will have the support of the people. And when
we no longer have the support of th e peo ple, go vernment just
won't function correctly. So I th ink the in terest of the people
is not just an idle curiosity, as suggested by Senator Brashear,

but th ey unders t and , as we should und erst a nd , that without
specific information I doubt if we can ensu re to them that

government is, in fact, honest and noncorrupt and performing in
accordance with the directives in the statutes. And I'm very

Combs, because they have basically pushed for and put into other

b ills this idea of performance audit . And p erf o rmance audit is
a very broad term, and certainly one of the t hi ngs that it means
is that whatever a particular agency is doing it's in accordance
with the statutes and the rules and regulations and that body of
parameters that this Leg isl a ture put out for that agency . In
this particular case, we have the Department of Revenue, and i n
this pa rtic ular ca se w e have s ets of s tatutes which have to do
with how the Department of Revenu e will review app lica t ions,

under what criteria they will grant applications, and so on and
so forth. And the legitimate function of a p e rformance audit,
whether it 's done by th e S t ate Auditor or wh ether it's done by
the legislative branch, is to determine, so t hat p eople k n ow ,
whether that a ge n cy, in this case the Department of Revenue, is

properly dealing w i th an d gran ting i n accordance wi th our
program these in c entives to individuals and companies. That is
a legitimate concern of government and we should s tand up for
it, and we should, in promoting that objective, at the same time
keep as much confidenti alit y as is possib le . But
confidentiality should not stop a perform a nc e rev iew of any

program. So what I wou ld ask S enator Landis and what I would
ask Senator Brashear is to ad dress that question, and I' ll start
with you, Senator Landis. R ight now, under the law, could the
Program Evalt ation C ommittee go into the Departme nt of

interested in how Senator R ed field reacts to this and Senator
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