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reverse engineer, which was described better by S e nator L andis
than I could ever describe it. R everse engineering of specific
data is a concern in the competitive marketplace. I'd also like
to share, we' ve had some d iscussion a bout po pulation, what' s
happened to our popu lation, but let's look back a little bit.
Are we attracting and retaining people right now'? For a h u ndred

years more people moved out of Nebraska than moved in , sometimes
in overwhelming numbers . In th e 1930s , w e lost 170 ,0 00 more
p eople than we gained . That was 12 perce nt of our tot a l
population . In the 198 0 s a l one, we su ffere d a net loss of
100,000 pote n t ia l tax-pa y ing c itize ns . If not for a sli ght
increase in the bir th rate, we would have had an abso lute loss
of pop u lation in the 19 80s . There wa s no d o ubt we w ere in line
to have two instead of three representatives in the House of
Representatives . But the trend s d i d no t c o ntinue. Our net
m igration in the 1990s wa s . . .

SPEAKER BRONN : One m in ut e .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: . . .p l u s 4 8 , 2 34 p e o p l e . Th at ' s a h u g e
turnaround . That 's 2 . 8 pe rcent of our 2000 population . That ' s

the first time in 100 ye ars that we had a d e c ade of po s itive net
m igration, 100 years . Nebraska can attract arid retain

population. W e ' ve done it. It doesn't happen by accident. If
trends had continued, the 1990s, we w ould hav e 150 ,000 f e wer
people tod ay than we do . That would b e 9 pe r"ent les s .
I nst e ad , w e ' v e h a d t h e $16 billion worth of inve stment, th e
72,000 new fu l l-time e quivalencies. It didn 't a ll happen
because of LB 775. It was one of the w e apons in the arsenal
that allowed us to c ompete in the marketplace the way we have
to. Good to be talking about it, but we don't have to u ndo it
all and give up the competitive advantages that we' ve had.

SPEAKER BRONN: T i me .

SENATOR BRASHEAR : T h an k y ou .

S PEAKER BRONN : Thank you , Senator Brashear . Sen ato r Beutler .

SENATOR B EUTLER : Nr . Speake r , membe r s of the L e g islature, I
want to approach this from a bit of a d i f ferent angle, because I
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