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more reporting, and maybe some minimum wage requirements. But I
can't tell you the number of times I' ve heard constituents s ay,

i f we got rid of the co rporate welfare, we'd balance the budget ;
the budget would just be balanced . And I ask them , if we
eliminated LB 775 to day, no new companies coming on, how would
there be one red ce nt more in our treasury'? And they really
d on ' t have an answer for that . But t he n ext r e sponse that they
would gave is, well, all of the benefits go to Lincoln and

Omaha. And I w ould te ll th e m t h at, ye s, a m a j ority. ..not a
majority, but an aw ful lot of them do go t o the larger a rea s .
But we need Linc oln and Omaha and the me tropolitan ar eas to be
successful also . So in ru ral Nebraska that money comes out, and
it helps fund our state aid to schools, and we d o need success

in the citie s . But the mai n c o n cern I pr obably have in th is
balll.. and I'm going to sup port t he amend ment at this
p oint...but the elim ina t ion of LB 2 70 . And that ' s one of th e
main economic tools for rural Nebraska , small- town Nebras k a .

And we have to watch and make sure t hat at l ea st on S e l ect File,
that we c om e up w i th an a mendment that there is more of a r ur a l
tier put into this bill . And if there is a rural tier ,
hopefully I' ll be able to go on supporting this bill the rest of
t he way t h r o u g h . Th an k yo u .

SPEAKER BROMM : Thank y ou , Senator Cunningham. Se i.ator Mines.

SENATOR M INE S : Th ank you , Mr . Sp e aker. First of all, let me
t hank Senator L andis for b ringing t his b i ll for ward, a n d
s pecifically discussion o n " t h e rest," and more importantly on
LB 270. I th i n k S e nator Brown pretty much na iled th e focus of
LB 270. It 's a stat ewide incentive program, not just for urban
Nebraska, and it does expand out to ru ral Ne br aska. In 1987 , I
didn't serve in this Legislature, but I was i nv olved in business

at the local le v el, an d inv olved he avily in local economic
development. And I found that LB 27 0 specifi c ally does work .
It c r e ates jobs . It creat es investment, created investment in
my dist r ict . And in fact, since 1988 , $1.49 billion of
i nvestment have bee n credited d i rectly t o LB 270. In 20 0 2
a lone, $101 million have been processed as a direct result of
investment cred its on LB 270 . And just as a n ex am pl e, since
t his prog ram started , more than 27 ,000 jobs or fu ll-ti m e
equivalent jobs. ..they' re still jobs . . . have b e e n c r e a t e d . Bu t I
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