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started really to get t o me last sum mer dur ing t he bud get
crisis. And one of t h e things that we haven't really talked
about are h idden costs fo r these companies t o come into
Nebraska, beyond what we give them in tax benefits through
forgiven taxes and other incentives, and that is the hidden t ax
that we pay through our Medicaid program for low-income workers,
for people wh o will be hav ing cha rity care now because we
eliminated a lot of those low-income workers and t hey are now
going to be part of your health benefit package that you have to
pay fo r . It w ill be pa r t of t he h os pi tals' charity car e. And
as I said last summer, a lot of the cuts that we made were

particularly harmful to the rural areas of the state, which rely
disproportionately o n our pub lic assistance programs, because
that's where, disproportionately, the majority of poverty is in
the state. So I 'm going to be very supportive of the work of
the committee on this bi ll, on these sections, because it's time

for Nebraska to come in line with the other states in the nation
that have set standards that bring quality, that bring a r eturn
for the money, but also bring the kinds of jobs so people do not
fall into the number of programs that we have that I sit on the
Appropriations Committee every day an d worry ab out and hear
about that are also subsid ies to these companies because they
don't pay a living wage and they do n't p ay health benefits.
Thank y ou , Mr . Sp e ak e r .

SPEAKER BROMM: T h ank you, Senator Thompson. Senator Pederson.
Don.

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: Mr . S pea k er, members of the Leg islat ure,

this is kind of the time th at we h ave the opp o rtunity to
generally review le gislative a ctions in connec tion w ith
incentives, and I th ink it 's ti m e t hat we did th at . I th ink
that we are indebted to th ose members of the Leg isla t ur e that
went forward i n 198 7 with a plan for economic development for
the state. I think we' re seeing the b enefits o f that pla n .
And, Senator L andis, yo u and your com m ittee, I ver y much
appreciate your bring in g th is to us so that we have an
opportunity to review those incentives, to review the program in
general. And I' m c e r tain that there are changes that need to be
made that will make it bet t er . But I think we w o uld have to
remember that not all change is for the b e tter . S o we have to
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