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troubled that we' re just going to throw this baby out w ith th e
bathwater. And even though I accept that it is very probably
not the way that we want to go, what are we looking at in t erms
of an alternative? Which gets me back to what I believe is the
bottom-line discussion here and what we' ve got to think about as
we are having this discussion, and that is, do we b e lieve t h at
incentives create economic activity? Senator Landis said ' hese
aren't really jobs; that we' re just moving the hou rs aruund.
Mell, I lo ok at what has happened over the last ten years, and
say, Nebraska had the lowest unemployment rate in the nation.
Now, we can 't at tribute al l of it to LB 775 and to economic
development incentives, but I think that we h ave to attr ibute
some of it. So obviously, somewhere between what Senator Bourne
said, that th ere a re 72 , 000 jobs cre ated, and what Senator
Landis said, that it was just moving hours around, is the truth,
that we have had economic activity that we would no t ha v e had
otherwise. The other thing that I look at is that for at least
the time of the nineties, we had growth in this state of between
6 and 7 percent a year. That is significant--6 and 7 pe rcent
growth a year f o r a decade period. Now you' ll say, well, look
at where we are right now. Is n't it amazing that...

SENATOR CUDABACK : One min u t e .

SENATOR BROWN: ...we are in a situation e c onomically that
doesn't look ver y good, when the NASDAQ has lost 80 percent of
its value, and we have been attacked by terrorists, and ou r
economy has slowed down enormously. But where would the state
of Nebraska be had we not created the growth t hat we saw in t h e
nineties? And I want to talk a l i t tle bit right now about a

particular, very real example of that growth, b ecause I th ink
one of t he mos t significant things about LB 775 is that it is
not about Omaha. It is abo ut...it's probably d one mo r e in
smaller communities than it even has done in Omaha. Probably
the community that h as ben efited th e most fr o m LB 77 5 is
DeMi t t , . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR BR O WN:
c ompany . . .

.a very sma ll community. But there is a
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