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SENATOR BRASHEAR: Mr . Speaker, members of the body, thank you.
A fe w g e n e r a l c om ment s i f I may . I t ha n k Sen a t o r La n d i s a nd
the . . . speak in g f o r my se l f , I t ha n k Se na t o r La n d i s a n d t he
Revenue Commi t t e e f o r b r i ng i n g u s t h i s su b j e c t ma t t e r . An d t he
cynic s wh o l i s t e n m a y sa y , o h , n o t r e a l l y . An d ye t I s ay , y e s ,
r ea l l y . I mi g h t h av e p r e f e r r ed i t i n an o t he r f o r m, a no t h er b i l l
as the vehicle. Bu t I recall 1 7 years ag o when LB 77 5 was
adopted. And however much or little conversation was had at the
time, as Sen ator La ndis sa ys, it was 17 years ago. That's a
long time ago. And our people, whether y ou' re going d oor to
door, or whe ther you' re reading the public pulse, or whatever
y ou' re doing, our people have not had a r e cent op portunity t o
hear u s d i s cu s s i n de p t h why i t i s t h a t so m e o f u s b e l i e v e i n
LB 775, why we be lieve it is abso lu tely e sse nti~l to
" i nce n t i v i ze ' e co no m i c d ev e l o p m en t i n o u r s t a t e . I t h i n k t h i s
is very much a discussion for this session, as much s o as how
we' ll balance the budget, because if you want to talk seriously
about t he f u t u r e , t h i s , i n my j u d gme n t , i s t h e d e ba t e t o
participate in in all of its parts. And I, for one, could care
l ess i f t h i s g o e s o n a t g r e a t l en g t h . I t ha s b e en p o p cu l t u r e
in this st ate f o r those who don't have responsibility, and/or
maybe haven't been provided enough information by the system, or
haven't had an opportunity, a s we have , to foc u s up o n the
details, it's been po p culture t o crit icize and attack the
LB 775 incentives. And that's easy and that's all good may be .
It' s...it was particularly e a sy d ur in g t he bo om 1 99 0 s w h e n
everything was going just fine and government was growing and we
had all kinds of revenue. A nd nobody wanted t o talk any more
about t h e f a c t t h a t we ha d n ' t h ad a ny r e a l g r o wt h , a n d wh e n I
t al k a b o u t r e a l g r o wt h , I ' m t a l k i ng ab o ut s om e t h i n g t o r ea l l y b e
excited about, hadn't had an y re al g ro wth f or 100 years in
our . . .whatever, and my f igures may need to be updated. And if
I'm wrong, you' ll tell me. Thirty-eight states. . . 38 cou n t i e s i n
t hi s st a t e d e p o p u l a t i ng , mo r e p e op l e d y i ng t h a n b e i ng bo r n ;
5 8 coun t i e s d ep o pu l a t i n g ov e r 1 0 0 y e a r s . We l l , t h e f a c t i s n o w
we' re at the point where we can look and see what we have, where
we' ve come from, how we got there, what the LB 775 in centives
did for u s, and whe r e we woul d be tod a y wi t h reg ard to
t h i s . . these deficits,
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