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getting a lot of tax credits, and the rest of us bearing these
h eavy bu r de n s ? No w t h e an sw e r c ome s b a c k , y ou kn o w w h a t , we ' v e
got te n s i g n i f i c an t g r o w t h i n t h i s s t a t e b e ca u se o f L B 7 7 5 .
We' ve opened plants. We' ve kept businesses here. We' ve swum in
t he v e r y c o m p e ti t i v e ma r k e t p l a ce o f e c on o mi c de v e l o p men t b e c a u s e
of LB 775. I voted fo r LB 775. And i t continues to be a
r e l e v a n t , ap p r op r i a t e t o o l t o u s e . I n my s en s e , h owe ve r , i t
should be nar rower and deeper. It should go to fewer projects
a nd wits a greater eye towards only the projects that would n o t
otherwise happen but for the existence of the tax incentive, and
t hen i t co u l d b e e v e n de e p e r t h an wh a t i t i s . I f we c ou l d t i e
i t t o t he ne w g r o w t h , i t wo u l d b e wo r t h ev e r y p en n y we sp en d .
But i t ' s t i e d t o t wo k i n d s o f g r owt h ; g r o w th t h a t wo u l d h av e
happened otherwise and new growth. And the sum t o tal of that
means t h a t we a r e sp e nd i ng $1 b i l l i o n i n t a x f o r g i v e ne s s an d
g et t i n g $3 0 0 m i l l i on o f n ew t ax e s f o r i t . We ' r e g e t t i ng mo r e
e conomic g r o w t h b ut l e s s t a x e s t h a n we o t he r wi s e w o u l d , an d i t ' s
why th ere's this rub. So we had ex tensive hea rings and
extensive ideas. We produced a package of ideas in LB 608. Let
me go through them because they are in the committee a mendment.
First, we said there are some kinds of businesses that shouldn' t
get tax credits: one , casino s; two , the kill-fl oor
m eatp. cking.. slaughterhouse operations and mea tpacking; a nd ,
three, in the ethanol circumstance, you could have ethancl not
only g et t i n g L B 7 5 5 b ut a l so LB 6 2 0 , a nd u nd e r s t a nd t h i s i s a
business that already gets an 18 cent a gallon special exemption
in ou r f u e l t a x es . So we t h o ug h t b e t we e n t h e fe d e r a l gove r nm en t
tax incentives, the state 18 cent on e , the LB 775, maybe we
could c u t o f f t he LB 6 2 0 , so t h a t i n f a ct t h e y d i dn ' t q ua dr up l e
d ip , t h ey j u s t t r i p l e d i p , f e de r a l a n d t wo s t a t e p r o g r a ms , i f we
coul d j u s t h av e t h a t mu c h . So t h a t ' s o n e t h i n g t '> a t w e do .
Second t h i ng w e d o i s we b u i l d i n a l i v i ng wa g e . Th i s cam e f r o m
a number of bills, one that appears in the Senator Beutler bill,
Senator Hartnett's b ill, Se nator Co nnealy's b i ll, and the
Governo r ' s b i l l . An d t h a t wag e i s $ 8 . 7 0 p e r h ou r , wh i ch wou l d
mean $18,000 a year for an employee receiving qualifying health
care. And if they don't get health care or health insurance,
t hen t h e a m o un t i s $ 9 . 5 0 . Now t h a t ' s f o r a l l o f t h e emp l o y ee s
on t he pr o j e c t ; n o t o n l y t h e e mp l oy e e s o f t h e c o mp a n y , j u s t
those 30 workers or those 100 workers that meet th e qua lifying
project, and th ey need to stay there over time. This is their
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