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i n t h e l a st b u d g e t c r i s i s , c a l l e d u p on t he Hi g h w a y T r u s t Fu n d t o
b e a p a r t o f t he s o l u t i o n t o t h e b u dg e t p r o b l e m. A t t h a t p o i n t
i n t i m e , o u r b u dg e t p r ob l em wa s o n l y ab o ut a f o u r t h o f wh a t i t
i s t h i s t i me a r ou n d . And we ha v e co n t i n u a l l y g ot t e n h i g h
r es i s t a n c e f r om t h e l o bb y o n t h e b a s i s t ha t t h e y d on ' t ne e d t o
b e a pa r t o f a n y so l u t i o n . La st t i me a r ou n d , y o u m a y r e ca l l
t hey e n de d u p c on t r i b u t i n g $ 15 million which re p resented t h e
half a cent sales tax that we increased in LB 1085. But I just
wanted t o h and ou t t h i s pi e c e t o y o u t o i nd i ca t e t h at i n ot her
states, in Kansas, in particular, the highway funds have helped
out in the crisis. A nd you can see h ere th at fo r the next
budget year they are taking $128 million to help out with
general g o v e rnment and t h e y had d i ve r t ed ano t h e r $95 m i l l i on
during the last...during the current budget year. So it is not
l i '.;e an unprecedented t h i n g . As you ma y r e c a l l , even he r e i n
Nebraska back when Jerry Warner was Chair of the Appropriations
C ommittee and we went through a c r isis in the eigh ties, t h e
Highway Tr u s t Fu n d h e l p e d o ut i n t he c r i s i s . So I j u st wa n t e d
to pass along that information to you so that we ca n begin to
i nd i c a t e t ha t co n t r a r y t o t h e s t a t e m e n t s o f t h e l o b by f o r t h e
h ighway f u n d s , t h e y do co n t r i b u t e . The y ha v e co n t r i b u t e d i n t h e
p ast , a nd t he y sh o u l d c on t r i bu t e i n t h e f u t u r e t o so m e e x t e n t t o
helping us through these budget crises. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Be utler . (V isitors
i n t r o d u c e d . ) On wi t h d i s cu s s i o n o f t h e Cha m b e r s "mendment ,
Senator Connealy. This will be your third time, Senator.

S ENATOR CONNEALY: Thank you, Nr. President and members. Wh il e
I do believe that this part of the bill does tighten up one part
t ha t i s f l a we d i n t he AL R p r o ce s s , I wi l l a cc ep t t h e
negotiation. I think the underlying bill is so i m portant. I
t h in k t h a t i f we d on ' t c o r r ec t t h e o t h e r p r ob l e m s w i t h AL R , t h e
unifo rmi t y , a n d who hand les a ppea ls , a n d t h i n g s l i ke t hat , and
the funding, if we don ' t do that , th en the ALR process is
so. . . has s o m an y p r ob l e m s t h at i t c ou l d g o a wa y . An d i t i s a
t oo l t ha t d o e s i mp r ov e sa f e t y o n t h e h i g h w a y s i n t h e s t a t e o f
Nebraska, that it is a tool that allows federal funds to come to
the Department of Motor Vehicles, and so because of that, I will
a ccept t h e Ch a mber s a m endment r e l u c t an t l y b e c au s e I t h i nk t ha t
t he u n de r l y i n g b i l l i s so i mp o r t a n t . An d I ' l l t h a nk Se n a t o r

2461


