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SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the
Legislature. I would bring you a little bit of information from
the side where I w o rk. A s a d rug and alco hol co unselor,
80 percent, and I would guess a little more than 80 percent, of
the people I work with come to me because of DUIs, of the a d ult
clients that I wo rk w ith, bec ause I work w ith a lot o f
adolescents too. But about 80 percent of them come to m e w ith
D UIs . And I ' m no t t a l k i n g ab o ut t h e r ep e at o f f e n de r s , t h os e wh o
t hree , f o u r , f i v e a n d k ee p o f f e n d i ng , b e ca u s e w e n e e d t o d o
something else with them. But I suggest to yo u th at Sen ator
Chambers' amendment d oes do something to help in another way.
Out o f t he ad u l t o f f e n d e r s t h a t I wo r k wi t h , I wou l d be t t h a t a t
least one-third of them, after losing their driver's l icenses,
drive anyway, an d mos t of them because they have to. And I'm
not d e f e n d i n g t h a t i n a ny wa y , sh a p e o r f o r m . I ' m j u s t t e l l i n g
you what happens. T hey got to go to work. They' ve got to pay
t hei r b i l l s . Th ey ' v e b e e n o r d e r e d b y t h e c ou r t t o g o t o
t re a t ment . T he y ' v e g o t t o s ho w u p f o r t r e a t m e n t . Th e y ' v e g o t
t o se e t he i r p r o b a t i o n o f f i c e r . Th ey ' v e g o t t o d o t he i r
c ommunit y se r v i ce . No w wi t h t h e ap pe a l p r o ce s s t h e w ay i t
currently is, there are some lawyers, believe i t or not , who
really care about their c lients. And the y use this appeal
process in order to get the person through treatment, through
t hei r se l f - he l p meet i ng s , so t hey ' r e p r e p a red when t he y g o t o
court to say they' ve done better and are d o i ng we ll. Now I
supported t he bi l l ou t of com mi t t e e b u t I di d not sup p or t t he
amendments, i f you l ook e d a t t he hi s t o ry of ho w t h i s b i l l came
out of committee, for this reason. I f they appeal now, and
there is a good amount of them who us e th is app eal f or th is
process, for this purpose, is t hat t hey have wheels while
t hey' re go i ng t hr ou g h t he i r treatments, the ir self-help
meetings, and still taking care of their family. So they have a
better platform t o p resent to the judge when they go to court
t hat t h e y h ave d on e som e t h i n g abo u t s t r a i ght e n i n g out t he i r
l i v e s . For t h a t r e a son a l o n e , I ' m g o i n g t o su pp o r t Se n a t o r
Chambers ' a m e ndment . Bu t , a g a i n , I c au t i on y ou t o n o t he a r me
say t h a t I c on d on e d r i v i ng o n a su s p e n d e d l i ce n s e b ec a u s e I d o
not . Tha n k y ou .

SENATOR C U D A BACK : SenatorT hank yo u , Se n a t o r Pe de r se n .
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