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Commit t ee , e a c h i s e n t i t l ed t o f a i r n e s s wh e n h e o r sh e st a nd s
b efor e t h e b a r o f j u s t i ce . So wh a t I am a t t em p ti n g t o d o wi t h
t hi s l ang u ag e i s t o s ay t h a t whe n t h e wo r st o f u s b ec ome s
enmeshed in the system of justice, those wheels of justice are
n ot t o g r i nd t h a t p e r so n i n a wa y d i f f e r en t f r om t he w ay a ny b o d y
else would be grinded by those wheels. The only reason conduct
is criminal is because the Legislature passes a law saying that
i t i s . Th e c o n du c t , i n a nd o f i t se l f , ma y b e co n d e mned b y s ome
people because they don't like it, but it becomes something that
t he we i gh t a n d p o we r o f t h e st a t e wi l l p u n i sh o n l y wh e n t h e
Legislature, through constitutionally enacted law, makes it a
crime. It 's a cr im e only if it's punishable. A nd when the
Legislature has determined that there should be a syst em, the
operation of wh ich mo r e or less ensures that people who are
c aught u p i n t h a t sy s t e m w i l l b e t r e a t e d eq u a l l y , t h a t sy s t e m
should not be skewed or perverted because a particular group has
a particular burr un der their saddle. Let them argue against
t he c o n d uc t t h ey d i s l i k e . L e t t hem t r y t o p e r su a d e t h e
L egi s l a t u r e t o pu n i sh i t mo r e s ev e r e l y . An d wh a t t h ey a r e
t r y i n g t o do , wh i c h t he y ha v e a r i g h t t o t r y t o d o , i s t o s ke w
the system i t self, an d I am n ot in favor of that. I really
believe that it is better to let 100 guilty people slip by t han
to punish one innocent person. To pu nish one innocent person
with o n e mi n u t e o f i mp r i s on m en t wh i c h i s n o t e n t i t l ed i s
intolerable. This language that is to be stricken from this
b i l l , t h i s l a ng u a g e w h i c h a t t e m p t s t o t a ke s om e t h i n g o ut o f t h e
law is something we should consider very seriously and I intend
to see that at least the record...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . . . shows t h a t I t o o k i t s e r i o u s l y ; t h a t I d o
not want to see the s ystem skewed and perverted. By your
p erve r t i ng t h e sy s t e m t h r ou g h t h e r em o. a l o f t h i s l an gu a g e f r o m
t he l aw, y o u wi l l n o t s t o p someb o d y f r om d r i v i n g u n d e r t h e
i n f l u e n c e . You wi l l n o t s t op s om e b od y wh o d r i v e s u nd e r t h e
in f l u e n c e f r om h av i ng a n a c c i d en t . Yo u wi l l no t s t o p som e b ody
who i s h a r me d b y a p e r so n d r i v i ng u n d er t he i n f l u e n ce f r o m b e i ng
s er i o u s l y i n j u r ed . Al l y ou wi l l d o i s pe r v e r t t he l aw . My
a mendment se e k s t o r st o r e t h i s l a ng u a g e , an d S e n a t o r Co n n e a l y
h imsel f sa i d t h a t t h i s l a ng u a g e i s n o t s om e th i n g h e i s h an g i ng
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