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Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

March I / , 2 0 0 3

CLERK: Mr . President, a confirmation report by the Agriculture
Committee f o und on p age 828 o f t he Jo u r n a l .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Cha ir man of the Agri culture C ommittee,
Chairman Kremer, you' re recognized to open.

SENATOR KREMER: T hank you, Senator Cudaback and members of the
b ody . The Ag r i cu l t u r e Co mmi t t e e wi s h e s t o r ep o r t f av o r ab l y u p on
the Governor's appointment of the N ebraska S tate Fa i r Boa rd.
Just a litt l e bit o f h istory of why we are con t irming
appointments to the Fair Board, for those that you are new and
also maybe a re fr esher to the rest of us, that last year we
p assed LB 1236 and that was really in response to a S tate Fai r
Board eva luation prog ram. And we f o u nd i t wa s . . . the
deteriorating financial condition o f the Sta t e Fair and
r es t r u c t u r e d t h e wh o l e b o a r d a nd a c t u a l l y r e n ame d i t f r om t he
Stat e F ai r . ..State Board of Agriculture to th e Neb raska St ate
F air Board . The new board con sists of 13 members. Seve n
members are appointed from the local agricultural societies, and
at one time before this they were all appointed from th e sta te
a gr i c u l t u r e so c i e t i e s . So n ow t he bo a r d wou l d co n s i s t o f se v en
m embers from the ag societies. Four members are a ppointed b y
t he Go v e r n or a nd co n f i r me d b y t h e L eg i s l a t u r e , t wo wh i ch
represent the business community of Lincoln, one represents the
b usin es s c om mun i ty o f Omah a , a n d o ne t h e b u s i n e s s co mmuni t y o f
the state at large . The Gove r nor appointments will fill th is ,
this requirement in the change of law in LB 1236. It was partly
because of the fin ancial c ondition an d al so the. . . jus t t he
makeup o f t h e Fa i r Bo a r d a n d b e i n g a l mo s t a l l a g r i cu l t u r e .
They' re bringing in some business people to try to have a little
different emphasis and try to kind of rejuvenate the State Fair
Board. So we had four members that we had the h earing on, on
March t he 1 1t h , an d we v o t e d t h em o ut a s a g r ou p , so I wi l l
present them as a group. The first one was John Peetz. He is
vice president and CEO of Crete Carrier Corporation. Mr . Peetz
is one of the two appointees representing business community of
Lincoln. He ' s appointed for a three-year term. Mr . Peetz is a
graduate of Saint Patrick's High School and a g raduate of the
University o f Neb raska, an d earned a law degree at Creighton
Unive r s i t y . He ha s se r v e d i n t h e Un i t e d W a y o f L i n co l n Bo a r d o f

2410


