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places to visit, if you'd like to come. I've mentioned them
before on the floor of the Legislature, and some of them are
public facilities and some of them are businesses. Cabela's 1is
one prime facility, the number-two visited 1landmark...or
location in the state of Nebraska. Fantastic place to come and
see what's there and see the opportunities. Chimney Rock; Lake
McConaughy, which has 12 miles of water. Lake McConaughy still
has 12 miles of water. Can you believe that? We have plenty of
water. Come out and visit us. But the concerns that I do hear
is, well, there are other options out there for individuals.
And when we talk about bidding for these conventions, which is a
big part of tourism to a lot of people, is bringing in groups,
bringing in outside organizations to our state, if they look at
that and say, I can go to Ogallala, and they now have the tax of
this, plus other taxes, and could potentially get over 10, 12,
14 percent, or they could go across the state 1line, and
depending upon what Wyoming or Colorado might have, they could
stay there at a reduced cost to the actual overall facility. So
I have some concerns about the end result of this. I don't
doubt that there 1is a need for tourism in the state one bit,
absolutely not, but I do have concerns about the end result of
this, because I think this is another tax placed on individuals.
And I think the other argument is this: this is optional. I
think it's the same argument that we have with lids. Property
tax lids, other lids, that's a limit, right? Well, name me very
many school districts in the state that aren't trying to hit
that limit, because there's other things tied with that. And I
think that's the same thing here. 1If given the option, they're

going to do it. If they can prove that they can do it and
provide a benefit, they're going to do it. So it's not a matter
of whether it's optional or not. I think if you do this, 1
think overwhelmingly the counties beat down the door and do
this. I think there 1is some inadequacies, though, between
allowing Omaha to have this singularly, and other counties. So,
I'm still listening. I appreciate the discussion. I thought

Senator Smith had some interesting ideas that I wish would have
debated a little bit further. But I will continue to 1listen.
Thank you.

SENATOR ENGEL: Thank you, Senator Erdman. The Chair recognizes
Senator Beutler.
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