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p laces t o v i s i t , i f y ou ' d l i k e t o co m e. I ' v e me n t i o ne d t h em
befor e on t he f l o o r of t h e Leg i s l a t u r e , a n d s ome o f t he m a r e
public facilities and some of them are b usinesses. C abela's is
o ne p r i me f a c i l i t y , t he nu mb e r - t wo v i s i t e d l a n dma r k . . .or
l oca t i o n i n t he s t a t e o f Neb r a sk a . Fan t a s t i c p l a c e t o come a nd
see what's there and see the opportunities. Chimney Rock; Lake
McConaughy , w h i c h h as 12 mi l e s o f wat e r . L a k e Mc Co n a ughy s t i l l
has 12 miles of water. Can you believe that? We have plenty of
water . Co me o u t a n d v i s i t u s . Bu t t he co n c e r n s t h a t I do h e a r
is, well, there are other options o ut the re for individuals.
And when we t a l k ab o ut b i dd i n g f o r t h e se co n v e n t i o n s , wh i c h i s a
b ig pa r t o f t ou r i sm t o a l o t o f p e o p l e , i s b r i n g i ng i n g r o u p s ,
b ringing in outside organizations to our state, if they look a t
t hat a n d s a y , I c an g o t o Og a l l a l a , a n d t he y n ow h a v e t he t ax o f
th i s , p l u s ot h e r t ax e s , a nd co u l d p o t e n t i a l l y g e t o v e r 10 , 12 ,
14 percent, o r th e y could go across t he sta t e line , and
depending upon wh at Wyoming or Colorado might have, they could
stay there at a reduced cost to the actual overall facility. So
I hav e s o me c o n c e r n s a b o u t t h e en d r e su l t o f t h i s . I d o n ' t
doubt that th ere is a ne ed for tourism in the state one bit,
a bsol u t e l y n o t , b u t I d o h av e c on c e r n s a b o u t t h e e nd r e su l t o f
t h i s , b e c a u s e I t h i n k t h i s i s a no t he r t a x p l a c ed o n i n d i v i du a l s .
And I think the other argument is th~s: this is optional. I
think it's the same argument that we have with lids. Prope rty
tax lids, other lids, that's a limit, right? W e ll, name me very
many school di stricts i n the state that aren't trying to hit
t ha t l i mi t , b e ca u s e t h e r e ' s o t he r t h i ng s t i e d wi t h t h a t . An d I
t h in k t h a t ' s t h e sam e t h i ng h e r e . I f g i ve n t h e o p t i o n , t he y ' r e
going t o d o i t . I f t hey can pr o v e t h a t t hey can do i t and
p rov i d e a b e n e f i t , t he y ' r e g o i ng t o d o i t . So i t ' s n o t a ma t t e r
o f whe t h er i t ' s op t i on a l o r n o t . I t h i n k i f y ou d o t h i s , I
think overwhelmingly the counties beat down the doo r and do
t h i s . I t h i n k t h e r e i s s ome i n a de q u a c i e s , t h ou g h , b e t w e e n
a l l o w i n g O maha t o h a ve t h i s s i ng u l a r l y , a nd o t h e r c ou n t i e s . So ,
I 'm still listening. I appreciate the discussion. I though t
Senato r Smi t h h ad s o m e i n t e r e s t i ng i d ea s t h a t I wi sh wou l d h a v e
debated a little bit further. But I will c o ntinue to listen.
T hank y o u .

SENATOR ENGEL: Thank you, Senator Erdman. The Chair recognizes
Senato r B e u t l e r .
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