
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 7 2 6March 13 , 2 00 3

count i e s . . . a n d i t i s goi ng t o be l ocal l y cont r o l l ed . Anot he r
example: Our three counties­- Seward County , Y o r k Coun ty , a n d
H amilton County ­ -have gone t o g e t he r i n a p r o m o t i o n o f a l l t h r ee
c ount i es , whi ch i s , I t h i nk , a gr ea t i de a, t r y i ng t o pr o mot e
each other's counties. A nd som eone said, well, they only
s tay . . . t h e y don ' t ha v e e n ough t o u r i s t t hi n g s i n t he i r cou n t y t o
s tay more t h a n on e da y . Bu t i f you get seve r al cou nt i es
p romoting wh a t t hey ha v e i n t he i r cou n t i e s , f am i l i es w i l l com e
and stay for two or three days. So I'm opposing the amendment,
and am very strong support of the bill.

S ENATOR EN G EL : Thank y o u, Sena t o r St uhr . (Vis i t o r s
introduced.) Thank you. The Chair recognizes Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I...once
a gain , I d o wa n t t o s a y t h at I p l a n t o pu l l t h e ame n dment . Bu t
I do want t o at l eas t pr ov i d e m y expe r i e n c e o f se r v i ng on a
visitors advisory committee prior to my time in the Legislature.
And visitors c ommittee w a s ...visitors advisory cotr iittee was
exactl y t ha t , i t was adv i sor y , and t ha t t he count y boar d
was. . . h a d t he u l t i ma t e s i g n a t u r e o n t h e c h e ck a nd ' p a y t o t h e
o rder o f . ' So t h e co u n t y b oa r d c a l l e d t h e sh o t s , i n t e r ms o f
how those mo nies wer e spen t, w it hin th e purview of tourism
promotion. I mean, statutorily those had to be spent that way.
But we were always told that we were advisory only to the county
board, because we were appointed by the county board. And for
t hat matter, I just wanted to, I guess, offer my perspective o n
that issue. Once again, I hope that we can use local control,
the term 'local control, ' wisely. And when we say it ' s local
control, I hope there aren't any strings attached, a~ there are
i n t h i s b i l l . And aga i n , I have n ' t t ak e n a f i nal pos i t i on on
the bill itself, but I think that it does provide an opportunity
to discuss some items of local control, of local matters that
pertain to a statewide matter. And when we l ook at a id to
c ount i es , wh e n we l ook a t a i d t o any l oc a l co mmuni t i e s a n d h o w
that's affected...and I hear from constituents a lot of, how can
we br ing i n do l l a rs f r om ou t o f s t at e wi t h , you kno w , our t ax
policy? T his does look at that. This does work toward that.
But it also concerns me when we a s a community in western
Nebraska are competing for overnight stays of motor coaches,
when 30 miles up the road the tax might be a li ttle d i fferent.
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