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are collected in our county, Platte County, any Visitors
Promotion Funds, are collected by the county, they are held in
an account by the county, but they are not used for the general
fund, they are not used by the county; they are only used under
t he d i r e c t i o n o f t he co u n t y v i s i t or s c o mmi t t e e. They ha v e t he
author i t y o f t he f unds . Act ua l l y , t he count y boar d o f
supervisors or commissioners have no authority over these funds.
They are by this committee and they' re used for pr omotion
p urposes . So t hat . . . I ' m p o s i t i ve o n t ha t , and t h a t i s t he w a y
they' re h e l d . That i s al l t he co mments I ha v e o n t h e am e ndment
n ow. I d o wan t t o s p ea k t o t h e b i l l l a t e r .

SENATOR ENGEL : Thank you , Sen ator St uthman.
r ecognizes Senato r S t u h r .

SENATOR STUHR: Tha nk you, Mr. President a nd memb ers of the
body. I d i dn ' t re a l i ze t hi s ame ndment was c oming u p, bu t I do
o ppose t h e a m e ndment. I f ee l v e r y s t r o ng l y t h a t t h e mo n ey
shoul d g o d i r e c t l y t o t h a t Cou n t y Vi s i t o r s Fu nd a nd n ot be pu t
i n t h e g e n e r a l f u nd . I j u s t wa n t e d t o a pp l a ud Se na t o r Lo u de n
for bringing t his b ill, be cause I do believe that tourism is
very important to the state of Nebraska. It w ill provide an
o ppor t u n i t y f o r t h e s e cou n t i e s , i f t h ey wa n t t o , a n d I t h i nk
t hat i s t h e k ey . An d we ' v e t a l k ed ab o u t i t b e f o r e . Th i s i s
p ermis s i v e . Th e c ou n t i e s , i f t h ey d e c i d e t o do t h i s , ma y t h e n
adjust an d ad d t h a t ex t r a t a x . But I t h i nk par t i cu l ar l y s i nce
9-11 w e ' re see i ng a l ot of peop l e t hr ou g hout t h e co u n t r y t hat
are traveling by car. And what better opportunity can we have
to entice some of t hose people off of Interstate 80 to visit
some of our other communities in the state. I think this is a
great opportunity. Again, permissive type of legislation. I' ve
done some traveling that... I remember last year I w a s in
Philadelphia. Looking at our hotel bill, after you get ready to
leave, was another item. Many of the occupancy taxes...and many
o f you have traveled back East, Washington, D.C , are a s much
as 20 percent. But there was also another item o. this bill,
was energy tax. It was 3 percent additional tax, an energy tax.
And o f c ou r se . . . I me a n , we a l l . . .we pay i t , bec a use t h a t ' s par t
of the bill. And we don' t, certainly, ask a motel or a hotel,
well, you know, what are your taxes, before you decide to stay
in that p l ace. So I thin k it's a great idea to allow these
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