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Joslyn Ar t Mu se u m, t h e Om aha S ymphony, a l l s o r t s o f d i f f e r en t
t h i ng s t h a t d r a w p e op l e t o t h e c om mun i t y . An d t h a t wa s t h e i r
p rer og a t i v e u n d e r t he l aw t o do t ha t . Bu t o t h e r co mm u n it i e s
a lso ha v e at t r ac t i o ns t hat t hey nee d . . . t he y ma y n e e d t o k ee p
in . . . keep u p a n d t o b u i l d . And t h i s wo u l d g i v e t h em t h e s ame
p rerog a t i v e t h a t Do u g l a s Cou n t y an d t h e c i t y o f Oma h a h a s .
Tourism i s ext remely i mportant b u siness. I 'm . . .been l ong
convinced that f or the rural areas of the state, the need to
develo p sup p l em e n t al f o r ms o f r e ve n u e t o au gme n t t h e i r
agricultural base is one of the most important things that we
can do. And so it's ironic, in a sense, that the county that is
best o f f i n t h e st a t e a nd l e a s t n ee ds t h e t o u r i sm i s t h e on e wh o
has been g i ve n t h e s t a t u t o r y f ac i l i t y t o pr omo t e t ou r i sm mor e
than t h o se ar ea s o f t he s t at e t h a t a c t u a l l y n ee d t h e t o u r i sm
more. In any event, as a state we are about eleventh from the
bottom in terms of the tourism...the tourists that we attract
here as a p e r c e n t age o f t he t ot a l t our i s m d o l l a r i n t he Un i t ed
States. So we ' re not a large state, obviously, but we have a
lot of interesting places.

SENATOR CUDABACK : One m in u t e .

SENATOR BEUTLER: And we can do better than being eleventh from
t he b o t t om . An d I t h i nk t h i s me c h a n i s m i s on e w a y t h a t we c an
i mprove th e s i t ua t i o n . I , f o r one , hope you wi l l suppor t
Senator Louden's bill. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Beutler. Mr . Clerk, item
o n th e d es k ?

CLERK: Senato r Sm ith would mov e to ame n d w ith FA 119 7.
(Legislative Journal page 844.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sena tor Smith, you' re recognized to open on
y our a mendment , FA1 1 9 7 .

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I rise
f o r t h e p u r p o se s o f d i s cu s s i o n . I f i l e d t h i s ame n d ment , a n d I
d o i n t e n d t o pu l l i t , bu t I t h i n k i t n e ed s t o b e d i s cu s s ed ,
especially when we talk about local control. You say, we need
to support this because of local control, and I understand that,
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