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L ancaster County who would oppose any kind of an i n creased t a x
to b e c o l l e c t e d . On t h e o t h e r h an d , I ' m su r e t h a t t h e r e wou l d
b e peop l e w h o w o u l d t h i nk i t wou l d b e a g o o d t h i n g , t h a t we
c ould ac t ua l l y u se t hat i nc r e a sed t a x money t o d o t h e k i n d s o f
things we need to do to make a visitor's visit in L incoln e v en
more pleasant than it is now. So I think this is a local option
bill. I don ' t think that it's the state of Nebraska coming in
a nd i mpo s i n g so m e t h i n g on t he co u n t i e s t h a t i s o n e s i ze f i t a l l .
I think it really gives a lot more flexibility to counties. So
I woul d a sk y ou t o a dv a n c e t h i s b i l l t o Se l e c t Fi l e . Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: S enator Beutler, you' re recognized. Senator
Beut l e r ?

SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr . Speaker, members o f t he Leg i slature, I
wanted to speak quickly in support of the bill. I think others
have already emphasized the fact that this is not a question of
w hether you want t o t ax o r not . Th i s i s a qu est i o n o f h o w y o u
feel about the relationship of the state to l ocal political
subdi v i s i o ns o n t h i s q u e s t i o n , a n d wh e t h e r y o u wa n t t o ma ke a l l
of those subdivisions equal in terms o f their ab il ities to
function in this particular area. I simply wanted to remind you
that we' re not talking a b out new things or new developments,
because the law is lim i ted to ex ist ing facilities and
a t t r a c t i o n s . I t sa y s t h a t t h e f u n d sh a l l b e u s ed t o ma k e g r a n t s
for expa n d i ng and i mp r o v i n g f a c i l i t i es at any ex i s t i ng v i s i t o r
attraction. And you can use it for improvements and additions,
but it all relates to existing facilities. So it's not a broad
new mandate in that regard. And visitor attractions, in case
people were interested, is defined in the statute to mean a
d ef i ne d l o c a t i o n o p e n t o t h e pu b l i c wh i c h l o c a t i o n i s o f
educational, cultural, h istorical, a rtistic, o r recreational
s igni f i c a n ce , a n d t h e n i t go e s o n. But I gues s t he p o i n t i s , i t
looks like it would be useful to a br oad cross section of
communities, in one way o r another, if their local Visitors
Promotion Advisory Board and the county boa rd themselves f e l t
that it was appropriate to use the two cents. Let me tell you,
t hough , t h a t Do ug l a s C o u n t y r e a l l y u se s i t t o t h e i r a d v an t ag e .
Last year, they approved assistance to o ver 35 di fferent
projects in their community to draw visitors, t hings like the
Henry Doorly Zoo and the Durh am Western Heritage Museum, the
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