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SENATOR LOUDEN : . . . decid e w ha t t he y a r e .

SENATOR CH A MBERS: ...you' ve taken m ore time than I usually
allow people, because you' re new. But I'm going watch you f rom
n ow on . Yo u ' r e c ag e y . Th an k y ou , Nr . Pr e s i d e n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: I'm sorry. Your time is up.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: (Laugh) Ye s .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sorry about that Sena tor Nines.

SENATOR N INES : Thank you, Nr. Chairman, members. I'm almost
tempted to give my time to S enator C h ambers, bu t th at won' t
h appen y e t . I r i s e i n op p o s i t i on t o t h i s b i l l , an d f o r a nu mb e r
of reasons. And this flies in the face of what I believe, that
local control is vit ally i m portant. In this cas e, it ' s
different. It 's d ifferent to me and different to those areas,
o r those people that I represent. I truly believe that this i s
a regressive tax. We are in fact adding another 2 percent that
may or may not be used by counties. Ny experience has been that
it will certainly be used by most counties if they' re. . . i f i t ' s
open fo r t h e m t o a d d t o t he i r bas e . I or i g i na l l y sup p o r t e d t h i s
b i l l , un t i l I f ou nd ou t wh a t i t wo u l d do t o co n s t i t u e n t s i n t h e
c it y i n w h i c h I l i ve , Bl ai r . Let me gi ve you j us t a l i t t l e
example of the taxes on the four small...you know, four small
hotels and motels in my community. Right now they do pay t he
1 percent tax for state tourism promotion...or collect. Excuse
me, they' re collecting this; they' re not paying it. Secon d ly,
they pay a 2 percent county tourism tax that's already in place
in Washington C ounty . In Blair . ..excuse me , w e have a
5.5 percent sales tax that's collected. In Blair, we also have
a 1.5 percent sales tax that is collected. And if LB 726 we r e
to be ena cted, we wou ld have another 2 percent that would be
a ppl i e d t o t h i s b i l l . Tha t wou l d g i v e a sma l l c om mun i ty a t ax
of 16 percent on lodging. And I was glad to hear Senator Louden
say t h at Do ug l a s Cou n t y i s i r r e l e v a n t i n t h i s c o nv e r sa t i o n ,
because they' re already at 16.48 percent. In the figures I show
here, that's number five...that's the fifth highest tourism tax
on localities in the country. In Blair, we' re not a destination
spot . The ho t e l s a r e u se d b y p e o p l e t h a t c om e t o v i s i t t h e
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