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itself, LB 726. Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Mr . President, members of the body, I simply
r ise to support LB 726. I think, as Senator Louden said in hi s
opening, is it is permissive. No county has to do this at all.
It simply allows them; it allows the counties to do it. An d it
jus t al l ows t hem t o do w h a t Sa r p y Co unty c a n d o . I t i s . . . t he
f unds a r e p ut i n t o a Co u n t y V i s i t o r I mp r o v e men t F u n d , a nd i t i s
used to imp rove th eir v isitor at traction f a cilities in the
county. It simply allows them to...it simply al lows co unties
some flexibility. Eve rything that is s pent by this fund,
through this V is itor I mprovement Fund, Co unty, has to be
approved eventually by the county board. And it' s.. . as Sena t o r
Schimek , I t h i nk . . . t h e am e n dment t h a t wa s ad o p t e d , i t s i mp l y
allows more of the hot el peo ple t o be part of it. So the
b ig . . . t o me , t h e b i g t h i ng i s t h a t i t ' s app r ov e d b y t h e c ou n t y
board. Th ey have to have a budget. It allows other counties to
do the same thing as Sarpy County. And simply rise to support
LB 7 2 6 .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator H artnett.
Janssen, on the advancement of LB 726.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Cudaback, members of the
Legislature. Senator Louden, I appreciate you bringing this
bill, because I can see the good that it is going to do in some
o f the counties, not only Douglas County or your county or my
county. The people who are going to.. . the o n e s t h a t a r e g o i n g
t o benef i t f r om t h i s t our i s m i n di f f er e n t par t s of t he s t at e ar e
actually going to be the hotel and motel people. This is
someth in g t h a t t h e y wi l l b e ab l e t o l e v y o n t o t h e i r t a x , o n
their lodging tax, and the consumer is going to be paying that.
So.. .and how many of you, when you go to a motel and check, see
what t h e l o dg i ng t ax i s i n y ou r a r e a ? You k no w, i f I f i n d a
motel that I'm comfortable in, and the marquee up there says,
s tay i n my mote l f or 50 b u c k s a ni gh t , h o w many of you r eal l y
check t o s ee wh at t h e l o dg i ng t a x i s ? I d o n ' t . Yo u k n ow , i t ' s
p art o f t he b i l l . I know y o u p a y a l od g i n g t a x . And t he pe o p l e
that are going to benefit from increased tourism are going to be
t he ho te l a n d t h e mo te l o p e r a t o r s. They a re g o i n g t o f i l l up
t hei r m o te l s . Th e mo r e a t t r a c t i o n s yo u h a ve i n a com mun i t y , t h e
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