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federal funds, some of which are discretionary in nature and can
be spent here or there or in other places, and it is troublesome
t o ma n y o f u s i n t h e L eg i s l a t u r e t h a t e x ec u t i v e b r an c h o f f i c e s
a re now making decisions about la rge am ounts o f mon e y whe n
really all of tho s e dec isions s hould b e coordinated by the
Appropriations Committee and approved by the Legislature, from
my perspective. This is kind of like the personal services
contract things. We don't know how much we have out t here and
we d on ' t k n ow . . . we don ' t r ea l l y h av e an y co n t r o l o f i t . We p u t
some gene ra l l an gu a g e i n t h e a pp r o p r i a t i o n s b i l l ab ou t t h e
spendin g o f f e d e r a l f un d s a nd au t h o r i ze i t a nd t ha t ' s p r e t t y
m uch it, and other forms of federal monies are com pletely o f f
budget, such as the unemployment insurance business, which may
b e okay . Bu t t h i s l a r g e a mou n t o f $4 8 mi l l i o n , y ou kn o w,
recreates that concern in my mind, but let me ask you about the
f igures. Forty-eight million dollars is what was i n th e
c ommittee statement w ith re gard t o the amount coming in. I s
t ha t . . .

SENATOR VRTISKA: That's correct.

SENATOR BEUTLER: . . . i s t h a t wh a t i s a c t u a l l y c omi ng i n t o u s ?

SENATOR VRTISKA: That's correct.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay. And so of that $48 mi l l i on , n ow wi t h
t he c om m i t t e e ame n d ment y o u ' r e p u t t i ng r ou g h l y $7 mi l l i o n i n t o
t hi s o ne . . .

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: One minute.

S ENATOR BEUTLER :
a gain ? To . . .

SENATOR VRT I SKA : We l l , i f I mi g h t an swe r , t he p u r p o s e o f t he
money was , a nd I f e e l som e wha t i l l a t e a se t a l k i n g a b ou t t h i s ,
but the tr uth of the ma tter of it is , in order to get the
computer system updated with the federal and the o ther st ates,
it's necessary to upgrade there. The ir computer system is 20
years old and they' re not a ble to fo ll ow...you know, w e' re
living in a computer age, whether we like it or not, .ad.. .

.this one program, which wa s to do what
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