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I read t his bi ll I took a little bit of interest in it mainly
because o f t h e wor k o f t h e App r op r i a t i o n s Co m mi t t e e , a n d a s i t
relates to the search of the Appropriations Committee for
f unding f o r any t h i n g a n d e v e r y t h i n g i t cou l d g e t f und i n g f o r so
that we don 't hav e to cu t more state aid to political
subdivisions o r the school districts or we can better support
t he u n i v e r s i t y o r wh a t e v e r . Th i s i s a p i l e o f mo ne y a n d I
wanted t o a sk a l i t t l e b i t a b ou t t h i s p i l e o f mon e y so I c ou l d
b et te r u n de r s t a n d h o w i t mi gh t b e u se d a nd w h e th e r i t mi g h t b e
used to deal with some...to fund some particular aspects of our
f und in g p r o b l e m t h i s y e a r , so t h a t i t co u l d b e h e l p f u l t o u s i n
the short term.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Senator Vrtiska.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Se na t o r Beu t l e r , I c e r t a i n l y ag r e e wh a t y o u ' r e
a sking a nd s a y i n g i n yo u r i de a , bu t , i n f act , und e r t he f ed e r a l
act, it's not...this money is not available t o use fear o ther
projects other than those specified t hat I indicated in the
opening on the bill, and those are...those are issues that d eal
with unemployment, w ith employer tax reductions, and benefits,
for operation infrastructure, and they can't be used...

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Excuse me, Senator Vrtiska. Would senators
p lease hold down the conversation so senators can b e heard as
t hey ' r e s p e a k i n g? Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you. There are restrictions on how this
money can be u sed . And although I a g ree that it would be
wonder fu l t o b e ab l e t o f o l l o w y o u r l i ne o f t h o ug h t , i t j u st
isn' t...it isn't l egal un der the statute that sets this money
out from the federal government.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay. L e t me ask, just to get the p arameters
of wh a t ' s h ap p e n i n g he r e , a nd I mi g h t i n d i ca t e t o y o u i t f o l l o ws
a long wi t h a n o t h e r c o n ce r n I ' ve h a d a bo ut t h e a p p r o p r i a t i o n s
p rocess generally, which I hope we can address some time in t h e
n ext y e a r o r t wo , a n d t ha t i s t h a t g e ne r a l l y t h e Le g i s l a t u r e
doesn't have a good handle on federal funds . And now we ' re
b eginn i n g t o g e t i n f r o m d i f f e r en t d i r e ct i o n s , ho me l a n d
security, voting rights, different things, l a rger a m ounts o f
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