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d epar t men t ca m e b a c k wi t h i s wh a t i s c on t a i n e d i n t h e co m m i tt e e
amendments. T he comm ittee a m endment r eplaces the 14...34.3
hundred and...$34,380,203 amount with $6,800,484, and ad ds an
emergency c l a u s e. The De p ar t m ent o f Lab o r de c i d e d a t t hi s po i nt
in time to target just one major unemployment insurance project
and to leave the rest of the money i n the tru s t acc ount for
future payments for benefits. The project involves a complete
update o f t he B e n e f i t s Pay men t Sys t e m , whi ch i s a c ompu t e r
system that su pports al l the major business function of our
unemployment payments program. A nd I will discuss f urther the
a mendment i n de t a i l on t h e o p e n i ng o n t he am e n dment . Wi t h t h a t ,
again, it's a p rocedural matter that the Legislature is taking
c are of for the Department of Labor, and is an appropriation o f
f edera l f u n d s f o r ou r u n em p l o y men t sy s t e m , a nd I wou l d as k f o r
y our s u p p o r t i n a dv a n c e ment o f t h i s b i l l .

P RESIDENT HEINEMAN: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska. Cha ir wou l d
recognize Senator Vrtiska to open on the committee amendments.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you , Mr . President. M embers, the
c ommittee amendment would delete the $34,380,203 and replace i t
with $6,800,484. This is the amount requested by the Department
of Labor for the computer update, which is called the Benefits
Payment S y s t e m p r oj e c t t h a t t h ey wou l d l i ke t o s t a r t wo r k i n g o n
immediately. For that reason, the committee amendment also
contains an emergency clause. The department decided to choose
one priority project and leave the rest of the federal Reed Act
m oney in a n u n employment i n s u r a nce t r u s t f und . They t hough t
t hi s wou l d be t he p r op e r t h i n g t o do at t h i s poi nt bec a use o f
the consistent rising costs of benefits. And I would a s k for
your suppor t o f t hi s am endment .

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska.

SENATOR VRTISKA: And I 'd be willing to answer any questions
that anybody might have in regard to this matter.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska.
recognize Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr . Lieutenant Governor, Senator Vrtiska, when

Chai r wo u l d
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