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correct this situation. And so I strongly support this bill.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Johnson. Senator Vrtiska,
o n advancement o f L B 33 2 .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Senator Cudaback. I' ll just take a
minute . I j u s t wa n t e d t o r e sp o n d . I sp e n t 3 9 ye a r s on t h e f i r e
department and a good many years on EMTs. A nd, darn, during all
those years I had no idea I wasn't covered the way this has been
explained, and I th ink it ' s imp ortant. There are probably
t housands o f f i r e m e n a n d E MTs o u t t he r e t h a t ha d n o i d ea t h a t
they could ha ve, in fact, been at risk by not being covered by
workmen's comp. So it's good to clear up this thing. You know,
it's interesting because Senator Stalder, from my district, was
t he f i r s t o n e t h a t b r o u g h t t h i s b i l l i n a n d t ho u g h t , i n f ac t ,
the issue had been resolved W e la ter found out it hadn't been
and, thanks t o Senator Hudkins being able to seek this out and
f i n d o u t wh a t w as h ap p e n i n g , s h e w a s wi l l i n g t o pu t a b i l l f o r t h
t hat w o u l d c o r r e c t wh at we co n s i d e r e d co u l d b e a n i n j u s t i ce t o
people who are putting th emselves in harm's way at times to
serve t h e p u b l i c . An d so f o r t h a t r e a so n , I wo u l d e x p ec t a n d
h ope t ha t t h i s b o dy wou l d sup p o r t t h i s b i l l f u l l y . Wi t h t ha t ,
t hank y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska. Senator Hudkins,
there are no further lights on. D id you wish to clos e on
advancement o f LB 33 2 .

SENATOR HUDKINS: Thank you, Mr. President and members of the
body, and thank yo u, to o, to the sena tors wh o ga v e such
r esound in g v o t e s o f a p p r o v a l t o t h i s b i l l . I t i s n e ce ss a r y , a n d
we d on ' t s t o p t o t h i n k t h a t ou r f i r e m e n a r e ou t t h e r e a l l k i n d s
weather , a l l t i me s o f t he d ay o r n i g h t . Sev e r a l y e a r s a go I h a d
t he opportunity or the necessity, I guess, of calling the fir e
department, and th ey were there within just minutes. I, later
i n t h a t y e a r I t h i n k we h a d a b i l l ha v i n g t o do wi t h f i r em e n a n d
the cost of a call, and I asked the testifier, I said how muc h
does i t co st f o r a v o l u n t ee r u n i t t o come o u t . An d t h ey s a i d ,
well, it depends on how far you are f rom the station, h ow many
men c o me , wh a t k i nd o f e qu i pm en t t h a t t h ey b r i ng . An d I s a i d ,
a l l r i g ht , i f yo u ' r e a mi l e a n d a h a l f f r om t h e s t a t i on , y ou
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