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Stuthman, f o l l o w e d b y Sen a t o r J o h n s o n s a n d V r t i sk a .

SENATOR STUTHMAN: T hank you, Mr. President, and members of the
board. I do , also, rise i n sup port of this b il l. I am
personally a vo lunteer fireman for the Columbus Volunteer Fire
Department . I ' ve b ee n a vo l u n t e er f o r 3 2 y e a r s a l r e a dy , an d
w hil e I ' m he r e a t t h i s l e g i s l a t i v e b o d y , t h ey ha v e g i ve n m e a
leave of absence. So that when I do get back home, I will still
b e a v o l u n t e er f i r ema n . I t h i n k o n e o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t
r ea l i s t i ca l l y h a pp e n s wh e n p e op l e wa n t t o b e l o ng t o 'he
v olu n t e e r f i r e de p a r t m e n t i s t h e y h a v e o n e t h i ng i n mi nd , an d
t ha t t h i n g i s t o h o pe f u l l y h e l p a nd s av e a l i f e s om e wher e a t
somet ime d u r i n g t h e i r b e i ng a v o l u n t e e r f i r e ma n . Th ey a l so a r e
very excited a b out trying to save property and to keep as much
o f the community intact as possible. I'm .. . I r e a l l y nev e r ev e r
thought, you know, of not being covered under the compensation,
y ou k n ow , f r o m t h e t i me y ou l ea v e h o m e u nt i l y ou ge t ho me , bu t
we have never had an instance of our fire department where this
would have ever applied to but there sure is a chance when t h is
could h a p p en . An d no w t h a t I a m awa r e t h a t t h i s co u l d h ap p e n , I
think the rest of my volunteer firemen are very appreciative of
t hi s b i l l a nd h op e f u l t ha t i t d o e s g e t p a s se d . I a m on e o f t h e ,
p robably, the older members of the volunteer fire department a t
the present time. We have a lot of young ones that really are
dedic a t e d t o a t t e n d i n g t h e f i r e s , a t t en d i ng t h e a cc i de n t s , a n d
g oing a n d h e l p i ng wi t h t h e r e sp o n s e o f t h e e me r g e nc y u n i t . So I
totally rise in support of this bill, and I would like to thank
Senato r H u d k i ns f o r o f f er i n g t h i s b i l l . Th a n k y oi

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator St uthman.
Johnson .

SENATOR JOHNSON: Sena tor Cudaback and members of the body, I,
too, also rise in support of this bill. In v isiting with my
predecessor before coming down here, he made one statement. And
that is th at there are no easy laws yet to be passed. He was
w rong. This is an easy one, and I really can't understand w h y
i t ha sn ' t b ee n d o ne b e f o r e . I ' ve b ee n a r ou n d t h e se
p ubl i c - sp i r i t e d p e op l e f o r a l l o f my a d u l t l i f e , a nd t o no t
pro t ec t t h em w h e n t h e y ar e ou t th e r e r i s k i n g , l i t e r a l l y r i s k i n g
their lives in certain instances, I think is long p ast d ue to
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