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v olun t e e r s Earlier this session we did advan ce som e
l eg i s l a t i o n t h a t wa s b r ou g h t b y my se l f t o i n c r e a se t h e l i f e
i nsu r a nc e o n E N 'I s a n d f i r em e n , a nd I t h i n k t h a t wa s a b i g s t e p .
Some o f t h e de p a r t me n t s h ad a l r e a dy i n i t i a t ed t h i s p o l i c y b u t
this now would fo rce t he districts, r u ral fire pro tection
districts, to b ring that life insurance up to the adequate fee
that it needed to be. And , Sena tor Hu dkins, t his is long
overdue also, and I know how insurance companies work. They can
usual l y f i n d a f l a w, b u t t h i s wo u l d a c t u a l l y pu t t h em i n l i ne a s
soon as th e y heard t he whistle or m ost o f the m have the
r esponders, the little radios that they have on their belt n ow .
So, and that a lot of times the accidents do happen on the way
t o and from a fire back to their place o f residence or the i r
p lac e o f b u s i ne ss . So wi t h t h a t , I a m i n f u l l su pp o r t o f t h e
b i l l . I t h i nk i t ' s so met h i n g t h a t ' s l on g ov e r d u e a n d I t h i nk i t
wil l p u t a l o t o f v o l u n t e e r s t o r e s t a nd t he i r f ami l i e s k n owi n g
t ha t t h ey wi l l b e c ov e r e d f r om t h e t i me o f i n ce p t i o n o f t h e
r esponse so . . .and u n t i l t h ey r e t u r n . Wi t h t h a t , t h a nk y o u ,
Senator Hudkins, for bringing this bill and I will certainly be
i n s u p p or t o f i t . Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k y ou , Se n a t o r J an s s en . Senato r
Hartn e t t .

SENATOR HARTNETT: Mr . President, members of the body, I simply
rise in support of Senator Hudkins' bill and am glad that she' s
persistent, that s he had it last year and she brought it back
t his y e ar , a n d s h e made i t h er pr i o r i t y bi l l t h i s year I t h i nk
i s g o od . I r e p r e se nt a p a r t o f on e o f t h e . . . t h e l a r ge s t c i t y i n
the state. We still have a volunteer department in our...full
volunteer department in Bellevue. I t's very professional staff
t ha t wo r k s And I t h i n k t h a t wh a t Sen a t o r Hu d k i n s i n t h i s b i l l
is doing simply adds a l ittle be tter pr otection fo r firemen
across the sta te. And we are talking about, with this bill,
we' re t a l k i ng a b ou t adding p rotection f or over 12,000
volunteers. As S e nator Combs said, volunteerism is part of our
s ta te . Vo l u n t e e r f i r em e n p r ob a b l y a r e a b i g g e r nu m be r t h a n t h e
local fire.. .the paid fire people. So I simply rise to support
Senato r H u d k i n s a nd h e r . . . and LB 3 3 2 . Th an k yo u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Hartnett. Senator
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