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f iscal years like our current one only serve t o h ig hlight t h e
critical need we have for ensuring that our tax-funded programs
are al l bei n g r u n ap p r o p r i a t e l y . Two weeks ago I r ead an
a rt i c l e t ha t p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e d i f f i cu l t !bu d g e t t i m es be i ng
faced by private companies right now have off ered the
oppor t u n i t y f o r n ec e s sa r y r e f o r m s a n d i n c r e a s e d e f f i c i e n c y . An d
it's my be l ief that our stat e gove rnment also needs to act
p osi t i v e l y i n t h e se d i f f i cu l t t i me s a s we l l . We ca n a l l ag r ee
that we would much rather save dollars by increasing efficiency
and effectiveness rather than by cutting essential services. I

i den t i f y e x i st i n g i n e f f i c i e n c i e s i n ou r p r o g r a m s an d ag e n c i e s .
I want to make it clear, again, that LB 607 does not shift power
away from t he Leg islature. LB 6 0 7 makes it clear that it is
still the Leg islature, an d speci fically the Legislative
Performance Audit Committee, that must authorize the Auditor of
Public Accounts to conduct a performance audit. N ow I have to
say at this point that this power issue was not my first concern
when I chos e to prioritize the bill. And as I said before, I
was simply searching for the b e st v eh i cle to carr y out the
concerns of the citizens of my district. And when you get i g ht
down to it, the constituents of the 32nd District are much less
concerned about whether it's the legislator or the Auditor of
Public Accounts that discovers our inefficiencies than they are
c oncerned that these p roblems ar e de finitely di scovered a n d
resolved. In attem pting to achieve th is goal, LB 607 does
provide t h a t i f t he Au d i t o r of Pub l i c Accou n t s di scov e r s any
p oten t i a l p r o b l ems r e l a t e d t o t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s , e f f i c i e n cy o r
perform nce of our programs during the course of conducting
their audit, t hen th e y are to repor t this fin ding to the
Perfo r mance A u d i t Co m mi tt e e , An d t h i s r e a l l y g e t s t o t h e h ea r t
o f t h e ma t t e r o f wh a t I ' m h op i ng t o a ch i e ve by p r i o r i t i z xn g
LB 607 . I f some o n e i s co nd u c t i n g a f i n a n c i a l au d i t , d i sc ov e r s
p rob l ems wi t h t ha t p r o g r am, we . . .what we d o n ' t n e ed i s a n
argument over who is to answer w hat que stions t o whom . We
simply need to know about the possible problem and then get it
i nves t i g a t e d i n a t i me l y a nd e f f i c i e n t ma n n e r . Ma ke s se n se t o
me t h at who e v er i s c o nd u c t i ng t h e f i n a n c i a l au d i t i s i n a ve r y
unique position to reveal a program's performance e fficiencies
or their problems. This bill provides that when such a problem
arises, then the problem is reported t o the Legi slature, and

believe that LB 607 w i l l allow t h e state a better method to

2301


