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because we needed discussion on the issue. I didn't do it with
t he p u r p os e o f t hi nk i ng w e woul d p r o b abl y p a s s s ometh ing t h i s
year. And the livestock industry has agreed to an interim study
to t a l k ab o ut t h e i s su e . For t h e r e c o r d , we h a v e some o f t h e
most s t r i n g e nt l i v e st oc k wa s t e r e gu l a t i o n s o f a ny s t a t e i n t h e
nation. We are doing a good job in Nebraska of regulating our
livestock waste, and I think it's appropriate because we have
some of the best water resources of any state in the nation. W e
need to protect our livestock facilities. We need to p rotect
our water resources. I pledge to you that I will do the best I
can t o b r i n g t h e ag comm uni t y t og e t h e r wi t h t h e Dep a r t me n t o f
Envi r o nmenta l Q ua l i t y t o ha v e so m e r e so l u t i o n o f t h i s i s su e , b u t
I don't think it's inappropriate for the state to help us with
t he r e g u l a t i on s o f ou r l i v e st o ck f a c i l i t i e s wh e n y ou co n s i d e r
t he v a l u e t h a t t h o se l i v e s t o ck f a c i l i t i e s c on t r i b u t e t o o u r
state. We are having an exodus of swine in this state and we' re
trying to figure out ways to keep s w ine in the state. The
cattle industry has not been very profitable. W e' ve just gone
through a drought, and maybe we have another one on the horizon.
I f t h i s wa s a p r o f i t ab l e ope r a t i o n , I t h i n k we wou l d a l l g l ad l y
pay a little higher fees. And like I said earlier, - 'f we w e r e a
tax-friendly state for agr iculture to start with, I could be
more receptive to this at time. Senator Beutler, I' ll pledge to
you I ' l l wo r k on t h i s , t h i s sum m er , p r oba b l y not t o your
s ati s f a c t i o n , b u t t he n w e n e ve r p r o b abl y g e t t o wh e r e e i t h e r o n e
of us w a nt to be. I just don't think this is neither the time
or the place to put this amendment on there, and I strongly urge
t he body t o r e j e c t w h a t y o u ' r e t r y i n g t o do t hi s m o r n i n g .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Schrock. Sena tor St uhr,
on the Beutler amendment.

SENATOR STUHR : T hank you , Mr . President and members of the
b ody . I j u s t , t o o , r i s e i n o pp o s i t i o n t o t h i s ame n d m e nt . I
think that w e' ve had a g ood discussion. We d i d have a good
d iscussion in the conanittee. As Senator Schrock s a id, we a re
pledged to con tinue to study the issue over the summer, but I,
too, want to concur that we are one of the very highest property
tax states, particularly in this regio~. Our farm ers in our
rural economy is su ffering g r eatly, not only because of the
drought but there are also a number of other reas ons, and I
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