
TRANSCRI PT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 6 1 9March 12 , 2 0 03

which f o r a r eg u l a t o r y p ro g r am i s v e r y hi g h g e n e ra l f undi ng t o
start with. But in the area of agriculture, we' ve tried to help
o ut b y a l l e v i a t i n g f e e s an d su b s t i t u t i ng Ge n e r a l Fu n d s t o som e
exten t . And t he n i t wa s a n t i c i p a t e d an d ag r e e d u p on t h a t i t
would be about 32 percent c ash funded; tha t is , from fees
r e l a t e d t o t h e p e r mi t t i ng an d t h e i n sp e c t i o n o f t h e l i v e s t o c k
f ac i l i t i e s . We l l , wh a t h ap p e n e d i n f a c t a nd t h r o u g h s ub s e q u e n t
amendments t o t h e L i ve s t o ck Fa c i l i t i e s Ac t wa s t h a t t he c a s h
f und in g d i s s i p a t ed an d co n t i n ue s t o d i s s i p a t e a nd t h e r e ' s
heavier and heavier reliance upon the General Fund in o r der to
f und t hi s r egu l at o r y p ro g r am . Over on t he r i gh t - h an d s i d e o f
that sh e e t y o u s e e I ' v e p en c i l e d i n t he p r o j e c t i on s f o r ' 03 - 0 4 ,
' 04-05 , t he ne x t t wo f i s ca l y e a r s , wh a t t he p e r ce n t a g e o f ca s h
f unds w i l l b e u n l e s s w e c h a n g e t h e s y s t e m. An d I d o n ' t kn o w i f
that bill is per manently t rapped in com m ittee, but Senator
Schrock t a l k s ab ou t an i n t e r i m st u d y a n d ho l d i ng o f f o n a l l
these fees until there's an interim study, and my argument would
be t h e r e i s no re a s on f o r a n i n t e r i m st u d y o n t h i s ma t t e r . We
know what these fees ar e . We know that they sho uld be
contributing substantially mo re to the funding of this program
t han t he y d o r i g h t now . Te n p e r c en t i s j u s t t o t a l l y
unacceptable. It 's like we ' re st arting into the process of
general funding regulatory programs where I think you should be
making the argument that the industry itself, regardless of the
i ndust ry , s h o u l d be t he ones p i ck i ng up t he cos t o f t he
regulatory program. By way of comparison, for example, the
Department o f I n su r a n c e , t he en t i r e c o st s o f t h e De p a r t m e n t o f
Insurance are picked up by fees levied against the insurance
i ndus t r y . Th e e n t i r e c os t s o f t he De p a r t m e n t o f Ban k i n g a r e
p icked up b y f e e s l ev i e d a g a i ns t t he b a n k i n g i nd u s t r y . Gr ant e d ,
agriculture is perhap s not do ing as we ll a s thos e two
industries, but it is, to me, an unacceptable process to suggest
that t he f undi ng of t hi s pxog r am shou l d be ent i r el y or
fundamentally General Funds. There ought to be a sizeable and a
meaning fu l c o nt r i b u t i o n f r om t he i nd u s t r y r e g u l a t e d . I f , a n d
i t ' s . . and y o u . . . I wou l d a l s o p o i n t ou t t o y ou t h a t fo r t h e l a s t
t wo ye a r s t h i s s am e p r o b l e m e x i st e d b ut no t h i ng w as do n e ab o u t
it, so it has al ready been delayed. Th is is the third year.
Two years ago we transferred money from a nother D e partment o f
Agri c u l t u r e Ca s h F u n d i n or d e r t o su pp l e me nt t he Ca s h Fu n d s i d e .
And l a s t ye a r we d i d t he sa me t h i n g . Th i s y e a r we ' re d o i n g t h e
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