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beneficial use of ground water or no t. But keep in m ind , the
areas of w ithd raw al that they ' re c oncer ned about all flow
d ownstream. They all go by Ashland, where your well fields a re
for Lincoln. They all go by the proposed well field in Omaha.
So there's going to be competing uses f or this water. Any
withdrawal o f wate r in th e western part of the state has the
p otential to enable the impact of the ea stern part of the sta te .
And so the concern about withdra w al s for interstate or

intrastate transf ers I think is something that people have been
i nterested in on a s t atewide basis .

SENATOR BEUTLER. Sena tor, I c e rtainly...I'd certainly a gree
with you. A n d I wouldn't imagine that there would be very many
c ircumstances, if any, where you would want t o ba lan ce things ,

or where a balance of things made sense. But I'm just wondering
whether, under th i s proposal, you could do that, in the sense
t hat there doesn't seem to . ..it all seems to be a n e g a t ive side .
There doesn't seem to be any po sitive s id e . Or is there a

positive side in this equation someplace that would be helpful
to my thinking on this?

SENATOR SCHROCK: You ' re thinking right, Senator B e utler. I
believe that if we pass this bill as is, it would discourage the
transfer of water out of this state . And I b elie"e t ha t' s

p robably the intent of the bill. We heard very strong from t h e
NRDs. You may recall, we h ad t wo bills introduced, one by
Senator Louden, one by myself, that would have put a pric e on
water. And th e NRD com m u n ity did not w ant to go t h e re . They

s aid, we don't want our water to . . .

SPEAKER BRONN : One m in u t e .

SENATOR SCHROCK : ... b e sold at any pr i ce . And so neither one
of t hose b ills w ere co nsidered. An d yo u un d e r s tand, we didn' t

put a price on this water, because whenever you put a p r ice on
the wate r , you all o f a s u dden have established maybe what the
w ater is worth . And so you' ll no' ice this bill ha s n o mention
of a n exc ise tax or an ything on it that would be im posed by th e
state should the wa t er t ransfer take place.

SENATOR BEUTLER : Ok a y . T h a nk y ou , Se n a t o r .
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