
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

L B 6 1 9March 1 1 , 200 3

Valley in General Funds , concei vably , and in fact , if this
session plays out the way I th ink it's going to p lay out, you' re
going to ask for a couple of m illion do l l ars just for the
Republican Valley meters. But it 's n ot just the Republic a n
Valley. In the futu re , the m a tter of the P l atte Valley will

have to be resolved, which, as you' re more aware than I a m, may
well invo lve the metering of large numbers of add itional ground
water meters. And so th e q u e stion comes up , is that go ing to be
a local matter handled by the NRDs and th e pr iva te peop le who
benefit from the mana g ement, as in the Up per Republican, or is

this, what we' re doing today,. . .

SPEAKER BRONN : One m in u t e .

SENATOR BEUTLER : .. go ing to st art to be a pre c edent for larger

state involvement in the solution to these matter s? And I
return the rest of your time to you .

SENATOR SC H ROCK: (Microphone malfunction)...concern is that
t hey ' r e g o i n g t o use this money to meter we l ls . I w ill tell

you, there is not that kind of money in this fund to pay for t h e
meters on wells . If they wanted to u se th i s f und to do a

50 percent cost-share on meters in the Republican Basi n , there
w ould be a woef ully in adequate source of money here. Ther e
would have to be some other source of money to do tha t. But
does this am endment, this bill that we' re choosing to amend on
LB 619, stop them from doing that? No. Bu t there's not enough
money in the Soil and Water Conservation Fund to adequately fund
a water meter program in the Republican Basin. There's just not
that kind of money there.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Sena tor, I would think that farmers all over
t he state would be concerned about this amendment .

SPEAKER BRONN : T ime . Thank y ou , Senator Beutl er and Senator

Schrock . Sen a t o r Pr e i s t e r .

SENATOR PREISTER: Tha nk you, Nr. President. I w ill yield the
time to Senator Beutler, if he likes it .

SPEAKER BRONN : Senator Beutler, would you l ike the t ime'?
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